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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 30 March 2011 Ref: CRPMCOM110025 

EU MARINE RESEARCH, SHARING MAKES SENSE 
 
Marine research contribution to a healthy marine environment, and financing the management of maritime 
research infrastructures have been at the core of discussions during the Public Hearing “To protect and develop 
maritime resources: towards European marine research infrastructure” organised at the European Parliament by 
the Seas and Coastal Areas Intergroup. 
 
Lowri Evans, Director-General at the European Commission’s Maritime Affairs and Fisheries DG, 
underlined how important the sea is for promoting growth and jobs and not only in coastal regions. She also 
supported the work of the Intergroup and particularly of its President, Corinne Lepage MEP, and the 
importance of a Sea Basin approach demanded by the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR). 
 
“Marine research is about observation. We have to observe the one planet that we live on, and observation costs 
money.” said Lowri Evans, highlighting that it is very expensive for each country to have its own research 
policy and not share information. “My key message today is that sharing makes sense, our researchers here today are 
doing just that, they can do more if we all help.”  
 
Corinne Lepage chaired the Hearing and insisted on the fact that "the European Parliament will need to play its 
part in the forthcoming debate to determine the nature and amount of support Europe should provide for marine and 
maritime research. This is a highly political debate. The current Framework Programme for Research and Development 
only allocates a tiny proportion of funding to research actions in the maritime field, whereas the EU nevertheless has a 
real added value in this area. Research facilities are essential for improving our knowledge of the marine environment 
and hence better protecting it, as well as for supporting the development of marine energies or anticipating ecological 
disasters.”  
 
Many researchers attended the meeting, presenting concrete initiatives concerning programmes linked to the 
ocean. 
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