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EU STRATEGY FOR THE ATLANTIC TAKES SHAPE 

The Political Bureau of the Atlantic Arc Commission welcomes the adoption by the European Parliament on 
9 March of its resolution on the European Strategy for the Atlantic Region.  

The Political Bureau of the Atlantic Arc Commission met on 10 March in Sines (PT) at the invitation of Lina 
Jean, Vice-President of the Regional Coordination and Development Committee of Alentejo Region (PT), 
Lidía Sequeira Chair of the Board of Directors of the Port of Sines (PT), and Manuel Coelho Carvalho, Lord 
Mayor of Sines (PT).  

“This strategy should result in concrete projects in the fields of transport, marine renewable energies, coastal and 
environmental protection and innovation”, stated Laurent Beauvais, President of the Atlantic Arc Commission 
and of Basse-Normandie Region (FR), recalling that the regional and local authorities lobbied actively to 
bring about this strategy. A communication on the Atlantic is due to be presented by the European 
Commission in the autumn of 2011 and will be followed by a consultation phase designed to help draft an 
action plan scheduled for 2013-2014. 

This resolution marks Parliament’s support for the European Commission’s initiatives in favour of the 
Atlantic. “The fact that Commissioner Damanaki underlined the role of the CPMR and more generally the Atlantic 
regions in implementing this strategy during her speech at the European Parliament is a great satisfaction for us all”, 
added the Atlantic Arc Commission President, stressing the importance of an effective system of governance 
and the need for the strategy to be delivered with the support of future EU policies, especially cohesion 
policy. This is moreover what the Atlantic Arc Commission proposes in its contribution to the 5th report on 
economic, social and territorial cohesion validated by the Political Bureau. 

At its General Assembly in La Rochelle (FR) on 9 and 10 June 2011, the CPMR’s Atlantic Arc Commission 
will be re-discussing these various issues with a view to examining concrete actions to be carried out under 
this strategy, with a session on marine renewable energies in particular. 
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