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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Bruxelles, 18 November 2010       Ref: CRPMCOM100045 

THE CPMR PAYS CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE TERRITORIAL 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE CAP REVIEW 

 

Further to the proposals on “The possible response from the CAP to food, agriculture and rural issues by 2020” 
published by the European Commission on 18 November, Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Region of 
Brittany and of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) addresses Commissioner Dacian 
Cioloş in charge of Agriculture in order to highlight the territorial consequences of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) review. 
 

“We are convinced that a diversified and perennial agriculture is possible across the whole of the European territory.  
This needs to be a priority for the CAP.  If this was not the case, the least productive regions, those disadvantaged by 
their natural characteristics, or by other factors such as their remoteness from markets, could see wasteland developing 
within their territories, and agri-food sectors such as the rural communities would find themselves weakened.  Loss of 
jobs and social cohesion, rural exodus and marginalization would be the consequences.” Declared Jean-Yves Le 
Drian. Indeed, even if the CPMR approves the principles defended by the Commission in the document, 
particularly food security, sustainable development and territorial balance, it believes these principles 
should be included in the CAP in order to guarantee a decent income to farmers, including in the 
disadvantaged areas, particularly in island regions and those subject to particular climatic constraints. 
 

In addition, the CPMR believes that direct aid should be subject to reform taking on board employment 
criteria.  “This taking into account must apply not only to very small and very large farms, but to all farms, whatever 
their size. It is this diversity which generates the richness and vitality of the rural economy in Europe.” The President 
of the CPMR added. 
 

Moreover, agricultural income depends on the level of prices. The CPMR therefore strives to preserve 
effective and proportionate European market regulation instruments in the first pillar of the CAP and awaits 
proposals from the Commission on possible new EU risk management tools. 
 

Finally, for Jean-Yves Le Drian, “The CAP is not a sectoral policy”, and the CPMR is delighted to see a 
common concern emerging between the European Commissioners to move towards greater coherence 
between their respective territorial interventions.  However, this greater coherence could be developed at 
regional level in the framework of future rural development programmes, which from now on would be 
negotiated and implemented with the Regions. “The Regions must also be entitled to have their say in the 
implementation of certain strands of the first pillar. The CPMR proposes that each territorial pact concluded between 
the EU, a member state and a Region includes a rural/agricultural/agri-food strand which would consequently become a 
medium-term reference for all regional stakeholders.” Concluded Mr Le Drian. 
 

The CPMR welcomes the forthcoming discussions with Commissioner Cioloş during the meetings which 
will take place in Brussels on 25 January 2011 between the Commissioner and inter-regional organisations. 
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