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PIEBALGS READY TO COLLABORATE WITH THE REGIONS

Whilst in a few days the European Commission will publish the Green Paper on “
and at a time when we find ourselves mid
Commission initiated and which debates the role of the Regions and Non
Development Policy, Andris Piebalgs
from the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR).

The meeting focused on the role of the Regions in development policy and particularly on the added value 
of a territorial approach. 

“The Regions have been involved in development for many years, and they sh
making up for the shortfalls of the States, because they also act together with their States to help implement certain 
policies.” Declared Pierre Karleskind

For the CPMR, this territorial approach to development represents an extremely useful way of improving 
aid which must, in the future, take on board the Regions ability to federate the different actors working in 
this field (local authorities, NGOs, private sector and also nationa
and projects in the territories. 

“The Regions do not seek to add confusion to aid, but on the contrary, they wish to fit into the existing initiatives and 
provide their unique added value.  Democracy cannot be le
by step on a daily basis in relation with the economic and social development of the territories, and in this context, the 
role of regional authorities is crucial.”Added 

“We have always been open to collaboration with the Regions.  The Member States naturally have a fundamental role in 
development policy, but the Regions are also important as they are close to the populations and by virtue of their 
financial capacity. I think that we should try to work in synergy and not to replace each other
Piebalgs. 

David Minoves i Llucia, Director General Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Action, Generalitat 
de Catalunya and President of the CPMR “External Cooperation” Working Group, highlighted the 
difference between civil society and the NGOs on one hand, and the Regions on the other, but above all he 
stressed that an endogenous growth within developing territories shou
EU development policy for 2014-2020. 
and it is also the institution that has best taken on board the importance and interest of cooperating with
level.  After having initiated, in 2000, reflections on governance that have now resulted in a requirement for multi
European governance that includes regional and local authorities, we are now waiting for the Commission to continue 
to support taking into account the regions in the future development policy.
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making up for the shortfalls of the States, because they also act together with their States to help implement certain 
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difference between civil society and the NGOs on one hand, and the Regions on the other, but above all he 
stressed that an endogenous growth within developing territories should be the top objective of a renewed 

2020. “The European Commission is spearheading development aid at a global level 
and it is also the institution that has best taken on board the importance and interest of cooperating with
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This idea was taken up by Eleni Marianou, CPMR Secretary General who reminded the Commissioner of 
the Regions’ wish to become “integrated in the future reflections at European level, in the policies that are currently 
being designed for post 2013, provided that they are not only involved in the implementation of the policies but also in 
the design itself.” 

Territories from the North of Europe were represented by Anne Stahl Mousa, Executive Secretary of the 
CPMR Baltic Sea Commission who clarified that “neighbourhood is a decisive aspect as several Regions already 
cooperate with their neighbours in Russia and Belorussia and that this cooperation must be part of the Baltic Strategy.” 

For further information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER:  
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - Email: enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org 
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