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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 23 September 2010 Ref: CRPMCOM100033 

THE EP SAYS YES TO MOUNTAIN REGIONS, ISLANDS AND 
SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS 

Euromontana, Islands Commission of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR),the European 
association of elected representatives from mountain regions (AEM), the European small islands federation 
(ESIN), theNetwork of the Insular Chambers of Commerce and Industry of the European Union 
(INSULEUR) and the Northern sparsely populated areas (NSPA) welcome the adoption by the European 
Parliament on Wednesday, 22 September of a resolution proposing a European strategy for economic and 
social development of mountain regions, islands and sparsely populated areas. 

The representatives of the 5 organisation declare to be very optimistic and enthusiastic about the 
involvement of a large number of members of the European Parliament (MEPs) from different countries 
and political backgrounds.  

We thank all the political groups who have supported this initiative. We do address special thanks for their 
active involvement to MEPs Fiorello Provera (IT-EFD), Boguslaw Sonik (PL-PPE), Alyn Smith (GB-Verts), 
Jean-Pierre Audy (FR-PPE) and to Ms Danuta Hubner, president of the Regional development committee in 
the European Parliament who insisted on the need to take into account all the specificities of these territories 
in the impact assessment studies. 

These associations worked during the summer at some concrete proposals on the implementation of the 

territorial cohesion. A draft was addressed to the Members of the European Parliament. The proposal 

included the recognition of the realities of these territories in Europe, a proportionality of each EU 

measure to difficulties encountered in the territories or additional costs (distance, accessibility, low 

population density, etc) and the flexibility to responding to problems on a case by case principle.  

The wording of the resolution that was finally sent to the European Commission and voted on Wednesday 
22 September has taken over many of these proposals. We believe that this is a first step and hope that 
further the Parliament will clarify and complete the work.  
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During the debate with the European Commissioner for Regional Development, Mr Johannes Hahn, on 
Tuesday, 21 September (preceding the vote of the resolution) MEPs themselves have insisted that this 
resolution is a first step in taking into account the specificities of these regions. 47 MEPs participated in the 

debate, even though the late hour of the debate and only one was against the initiative. More concrete 

measures have been requested by MEPs as the consideration of other indicators in addition to GDP per 

capita for a better comprehension of these territories’ realities. They also insisted on the implementation of 

sectorial policies, which should allow these regions to exploit their potential through a truly inter alia 
development of agriculture, food, energy, sustainable tourism and activities research. 

The associations representing specific territories remain mobilized so that this step is being transformed into 
a real strategy with concrete measures for mountains, islands and sparsely populated. 

For more information please contact: 
Ancuta Pasca at Euromontana: Ancuta.pasca@euromontana.org 
Tel.: +32 2 280 42 83 
Or the secretariat of the Intergroup 174: maria.krislova@promonte-aem.net 
Tel.: +32  2 739 15 36 
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