
 

CONFÉRENCE DES RÉGIONS PÉRIPHÉRIQUES MARITIMES D’EUROPE 

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE 

6, rue Saint-Martin - 35700 RENNES (FR) 
Tél.: + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 50 - Fax: + 33 (0)2 99 35 09 19 
email : secretariat@crpm.org –  web : www.crpm.org 

 

- 1 - 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 24 September 2010 Ref: CRPMCOM100031 

ABERDEEN HOSTS NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF CPMR  

Maria Damanaki and Johannes Hahn, European Commissioners for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs and 
Regional Policy respectively, will participate in the CPMR[1] (www.crpm.org)  General Assembly that will be 
held in Aberdeen (Scotland, UK) on 30th September and 1st October 2010 at the invitation of Peter Stephen, 
Lord Provost of Aberdeen City Council and Bill Howatson, Provost of Aberdeenshire Council.   

The debate will mainly focus on the role of the territories in the “Europe 2020 strategy” and how regional 
policy has become a driving force of a new model for European development, and also on the 
implementation of the EU integrated maritime policy. 

The CPMR believes that the “Europe 2020 Strategy” should be implemented with the full involvement of 
each territory of Europe, whatever its geographic dimension or administrative division. Moreover within 
this strategy, cohesion policy should not be perceived as “merely” a source of funding for the “EU 2020 
Strategy”, but rather as a policy in its own right. In other words, regarding the next structural funds 
programming, the CPMR calls for a “substantial priority funding” for Regions with a GDP below 75% of the 
EU27 average and an “increased support” for Regions whose GDP is higher than 75%, but still lower than 
the EU average. Finally, it requests “increased support” for more strategic territorial cooperation. Therefore, 
the CPMR demands a strong cohesion policy for all European regions with an adequate budget.  

The EU integrated maritime policy will also be discussed during the debates. Particularly, its 
implementation at the level of the European Maritime Basins: from the Baltic and North Sea, down through 
the Atlantic Arc to the Black Sea and Mediterranean. The idea of a “Maritime Erasmus”, aimed at developing 
international exchanges of young people in a sector which lacks a sufficient degree of mobility, and an 
“Erika 4” package to regulate maritime safety for container ships will be at the heart of discussions. 

For the European Parliament, Ricardo Cortés Lastra, Member of the Regional Development Committee 
(REGI), Corinne Lepage, Member of the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee and Chair 
of the Seas and Coastal Zones Intergroup and also Lambert Van Nistelrooij, Rapporteur on “The Synergies 
between the Structural Funds and the Framework Programme for Research and Development” at the REGI 
Committee will make presentations during the debate.  

This General Assembly will also be an opportunity to pay tribute to, and to thank, Claudio Martini, former 
President of Tuscany and President of the Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR) since 
2002.  Indeed, in Aberdeen a new President will be elected to take over the presidency of the CPMR. The 
candidates for his succession are Jean Yves Le Drian President of Brittany (France) and Gunn Marit 
Helgesen, County Mayor of Telemark (Norway). The election will be held on Thursday 30th September at 
17.30.

http://www.crpm.org/
http://fr.mg40.mail.yahoo.com/dc/blank.html?bn=497&.intl=fr&.lang=fr-FR
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Two press conferences are scheduled during the event, at 12.30 on Thursday 30th September with the 
participation of Commissioner Hahn and at 11.00 on Friday 1st October with the participation of 
Commissioner Damanaki. Both press conferences will be opened by the CPMR President, and Councillor 
Kate Dean, in charge of Enterprise, Planning and Infrastructure from Aberdeen City Council. 

Further information and the agenda of the General Assembly are available at the link below: 
http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2,198 

  

  
For more information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER, Director for Communications: 
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - Email: enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org 
Web: www.crpm.org 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[1] The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe brings together about 160 regions from 28 Member States, both 
members and non-members of the European Union. Representing almost 200 million people, it campaigns in favour of a more 
balanced development of the Community territory. In its dealings with EU institutions and national Governments the CPMR has, 
since 1973, been targeting its action towards ensuring the needs and interests of its member Regions’ territories are taken into 
account in respect of policies with a high territorial impact. 
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