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Following the publication of the conclusions of the Spring Council, the CPMR wishes to underline 
that they contain for the very first time and on repeated occasions, an explicit reference to the role 
of the regions in implementing the Lisbon strategy - something the Kok report failed to state in 
such clear terms. This is most certainly the result of campaigning led by regional players and the 
European Commission over the past few months. In particular, point 6 of the conclusions speaks of 
the need to implement the Lisbon strategy by mobilising all appropriate national and EU resources 
– including cohesion policy – and involving regional and local bodies. 
 
This statement is in line with the Commission’s proposals on future regional policy, which plan to 
introduce a “regional competitiveness and employment” objective. This is targeted at all regions 
not concerned by the “convergence” objective with the aim of allowing them to contribute towards 
the Lisbon strategy over the long term within a European context. 
 
Although the CPMR congratulates the Council for these encouraging prospects, at the same time it 
also expresses its full support for the recent initiative led by Aquitaine (F), Catalonia (E), March (I) 
and West Midlands (UK). The leaders of these four regions have addressed a joint letter to all 
European regions concerned by the regional competitiveness and employment objective (more 
than 150 in EU 25) urging them to support a joint memorandum (cf. appendix) in favour of this 
objective. Less than a week after its launch, some fifteen European regions have already backed 
this initiative. The regions plan to address the memorandum to the June European Council, which 
will largely be devoted to adopting the financial perspectives. 
 
Further details concerning the memorandum may be obtained by sending an email to 
regions4ce@wanadoo.fr 
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