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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 13 February 2009 Ref:  CRPMCOM090007 

JOE BORG TELLS THE CPMR: MARITIME TERRITORIAL COHESION 
IS NEEDED 

 “I would like to say that we fully share the CPMR's opinion that territorial cohesion has both a terrestrial and a 
maritime dimension”.  With these words Joe Borg, European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs welcomed 
the Political Bureau of the CPMR (Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions) Atlantic Arc Commission, 
which was held in Caen yesterday, at the invitation of Laurent Beauvais, President of the Regional Council 
of Basse-Normandie and the CPMR Atlantic Arc Commission. 

“These two dimensions go hand in hand,” said Commissioner Borg, “and the adoption of specific sea-basin strategies 
is a good example of how this can be done.”  Joe Borg invited the Atlantic Regions to consider the progress made 
in the Baltic Sea as an example that the Atlantic basin could look into throughout the Spanish presidency in 
2010.  “I believe that this approach is the best way of taking into account the specificities of each particular maritime 
community.  It will help build on the growing momentum and groundswell of support behind our Integrated Maritime 
Policy and allow it to become still more effective and attractive.” 

So as to ensure Atlantic actions are consistent with those of the European Commission, Fabien Mesclier, 
Executive Secretary of the Atlantic Arc Commission, plans to develop a study on Atlantic maritime spatial 
planning for January 2010. 
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