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PRESS RELEASE 

Århus, 23 January 2009 Ref : CRPMCOM090005 

A TERRITORIAL PACT FOR COHESION 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) met today in Århus in Denmark for its Political Bureau1  
at the invitation of Aleksander Aagaard, Vice-President of Midtjylland Region. 

Territorial cohesion, the budget review and the future of regional policy were the main focus of discussions further 
to the European Commission’s public consultation that was launched on 6 October 2008 with the presentation of 
the Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion. The CPMR today adopted its response to the Green Paper2 after a 
working session with Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany Region and rapporteur on the cohesion Green 
Paper for the Committee of the Regions, and Mr Emil Horcicka, Director General at the Czech Ministry for 
Regional Development, representing the EU Council Presidency in office. 

In its policy paper, the CPMR warmly welcomes the publication of this Green Paper, which upholds solidarity and 
cohesion as priorities for the EU. Notwithstanding, in a call for a subsequent White Paper, the CPMR is putting 
forward the ambitious idea of a European territorial pact that would involve all stakeholders, from local level up 
to European level, and which would cover all policies with an impact on the territories. Claudio Martini, President 
of Tuscany Region and CPMR President, envisages “a sort of integrated cohesion policy involving all Commissioners and 
Directorates-General of the European Commission so that it forms a core part of other policies.” 

The CPMR feels that the issue of governance is not adequately developed in the Green Paper. There is a vital need 
for a detailed analysis of the diverse range of stakeholders concerned within the European Union, of their 
responsibilities and of the different coordination mechanisms. As we enter a new stage in the governance of public 
policies, the CPMR is calling on the Commission, Parliament and Council to begin establishing a Charter for 
Multi-level Governance. 

“If we have a Green Paper today, it is thanks to the different actors such as the Committee of the Regions, the CPMR and 
Claudio Martini, who campaigned for the inclusion of the principles of territorial cohesion in the debates held by the 
Convention,” stated Jean-Yves Le Drian. “The fact that the Lisbon Treaty, which will legitimise these principles, has not yet 
been enforced must represent a challenge for us and not an obstacle.” The President of Brittany also added that “territorial 
cohesion cannot just be limited to the land and that maritime policy also needs to be integrated into territorial cohesion”. 

Other issues debated by the leaders of the maritime Regions included the negotiation of the Copenhagen 
Agreement and the meeting of parties in Poznan. Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of Brittany Region which co-
chairs the nrg4SD3 network, presented the results of the World Summit of Regions on climate change which took 
place in Saint-Malo on 29 and 30 October 2008. 

For more information, contact Enrico MAYRHOFER, 
Gsm: + 32 486 56 19 67 - E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org – www.cpmr.org  

 

                                                           
1 The Political Bureau is made up of: a full member and a substitute member nominated by the college of regions of each State within which 
CPMR has members, the Presidents of the Geographical Commissions and a representative of the ultra-peripheral regions. 
Provisional list of participants: http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/858_participants_list_pb-january_2009.pdf 
2 Response to the European Commission’s Consultation on the Green Paper entitled “Territorial Cohesion: turning territorial diversity into 
strength”: http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/842_avis_crpm-livre_vert_cohesion_territoriale-en.pdf 
3 nrg4SD, the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development, (http://www.nrg4sd.net/) acts a mouthpiece and 
representative of regional governments at global level, by encouraging sustainable development and regional partnerships worldwide. 
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