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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 21 January 2009 Ref: CRPMCOM090004 

ON COURSE FOR THE MOTORWAYS OF THE SEA! 

The CPMR welcomes the creation of the European maritime transport area without barriers in Europe 
launched by the European Commission today. 

“We are delighted with this document”, said Claudio Martini, President of the Tuscany Region and 
of the CPMR, “and we think that the Commission has taken an important step to making maritime 
transport more competitive. I would particularly like to underline the commitment from DG Transport and 
Commissioner Antonio Tajani. He expressed his openness to the CPMR’s proposals, which aims to re-launch 
maritime transport in Europe.” 

The CPMR has been working on this issue for the long time and on 5 December 2008 Mr Martini 
sent a letter to the President, Mr Barroso in which he asked for the adoption of a maritime 
transport strategy for 2008-2018, together with the achievement of a European maritime transport 
area without barriers. According to Claudio Martini, the two measures proposed in the Blue Paper 
are “crucial for giving essential concrete form to the motorways of the sea, and so necessary for the reality of 
modal transfer, which contributes to the reducing congestion on European roads, to the quality of life and to 
the safety of populations.” 

The CPMR has also noted that maritime transport and the Motorways of the Sea cannot be 
correctly developed if a European ship which sails between two EU ports must carry out the same 
administrative formalities on departure and arrival as if it was a matter of a ship carrying out 
international trade. For this reason, the 160 member Regions of the CPMR commit themselves to 
giving all their support and expertise to the European Commission for the implementation of this 
European maritime transport area without barriers which aims to simplify the administration 
burden and customs formalities. 
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