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PRESS RELEASE 

Aberdeen, 17 November 2008 

REGIONS ASK FOR A DEAL ON THE ENERGY PACKAGE 
 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CRPM) fully supports the “Energy/Climate Change 
Package”, and hopes that the legislative process will be quickly and successfully completed, and 
furthermore that the proposed measures will be implemented in the shortest possible timeframe. However, 
the CPMR believes that the “Energy/Climate Change Package” should not be considered in isolation from other 
European policies, but as a part of them all, and in particular that it should be viewed as an opportunity to 
strengthen the goals of Europe’s economic, social and territorial cohesion. 
 
Therefore, the CPMR Energy Working Group1, met on 13 and 14 November 2008 in Aberdeen at the 
invitation of Peter STEPHEN, the Lord Provost of the Aberdeen City Council, and Katherine DEAN 
Council Leader, to discuss in a workshop “How to reconcile the goals of territorial cohesion with reducing climate 
change”.  
 
The implementation of many of the measures outlined in the “Energy/ Climate Change Package” will require 
the active involvement not only of the EU and national authorities, but also of the regional and local 
authorities, for instance in their capacity as planners, economic developers, managers of substantial housing 
estates and public amenities, or as owners of important vehicle stocks. For these reasons, the CPMR 
considers that the EU legislation must explicitly ensure that regional and local authorities be given adequate 
political and financial means to play their part in the process. 
 
“In examining the package at the Committee stage, the European Parliament has underlined the need to associate 
regional and local authorities on numerous occasions. Moreover, in the Renewable Energy Directive and the Carbon 
Storage Directive there are many points in favour of peripheral and maritime regions” remarked Jean-Didier 
HACHE who coordinates the CPMR Energy Working Group. “For instance, in the “Energy Package”, the 
prohibition of discrimination against peripheral areas in transmission charging has been reinforced, and emphasis has 
been put upon the need for better coherence between different environmental legislations. Also, a coordinated approach 
will be followed to exploit the renewable energy potential of Europe’s various maritime basins. Furthermore, the 
operational difficulties of managing the CCS (Carbon Capture and Sequestration) technology in the marine 
environment have been highlighted. At this stage,” he concluded, “we sincerely hope that all these useful 
improvements will be maintained when the Energy Package will reach the publication in the Official Journal.” 
 
Elspeth ATTWOOLL, Vice-Chair of the Fisheries Committee of the European Parliament and Alyn SMITH, 
Member of the European Parliament attended the workshop in Aberdeen. “Renewable energy happens where it 
exists.” Alyn SMITH said to underline the territorial aspect of the energy policy, “Therefore, the ETS 

                                                           
1 The CPMR Energy Group is chaired by the Navarra Region and composed by the following regions : ABERDEEN CITY, ÅLAND, 
ANDALUCIA, BALEARES, BASILICATA, BRETAGNE, CENTRO, COMUNITAT VALENCIANA, CORNWALL, CORSE,  DONEGAL, 
EAST OF ENGLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY, ÉVORA (A.M.D.E.), FUNDACIÓN CENIFER, GALATI, GOBIERNO DE NAVARRA, 
GOBIERNO VASCO, GOTLAND, AÇORES,  GUADELOUPE, HALLAND, ISLE OF MAN, ISLENET, KRITI, LAZIO, MADEIRA, MIDI-
PYRÉNÉES, MIDTJYLLAND, MØRE OG ROMSDAL, MURCIA, NORD-PAS DE CALAIS, NORDJYLLAND, NORDLAND, 
NORRBOTTEN, OSTROBOTHNIA, PACA, PAYS DE LA LOIRE, PRIMORSKO-GORANSKA, PRINCIPADO DE ASTURIAS, 
RÉUNION, SHETLAND, SICILIA, SOUTH OF SCOTLAND, SOUTH WEST UK, SOUTHWEST FINLAND, TOSCANA, 
VÄSTERBOTTEN, VÄSTRA GÖTALAND, WESTERN ISLES, WESTERN ISLES, AQUITAINE, SOMERSET 
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(European Trade Scheme Directive) should be managed at local level. The success of Structural Funds shows that 
the cooperation between regions and the EU can work very well.” But Alyn SMITH was also concerned that 
currently many policies are influenced by the financial crisis. “Frankly,” he added, “if we do not get the Energy 
Package before the end of the year we may not have it at all: it will be a disaster for Europe and a big failure for the 
European Parliament too. Compromises must be reached, without however emptying the package from its substance.” 
 
Though the CPMR supports the package - not least because maritime areas will be notoriously exposed to 
the consequences of climate change - it regrets that the Emission Trade Scheme (ETS) Directive does not take 
sufficiently on board the strong local impact which some of its provisions could have upon Europe’s 
territories, especially upon the most vulnerable ones. Indeed, it is paradoxical that some of the large 
industries responsible for a fair share of greenhouse gas emissions will be given free allowances when at the 
same time populations and economic activities located in the most remote areas will have to face the extra 
costs associated with the inclusion of air transport, and tomorrow maritime transport. 
 
Furthermore, the CPMR is also very concerned with the thorny issue of finances. Many issues associated 
with climate change - be it adaptation, improvement of energy efficiencies, or addressing energy poverty - 
are likely to fall within the remit of regional authorities. Others, such as the building of grid infrastructure to 
export the renewable energy produced by wind or wave power, will have a considerable input upon 
regional economies. “Will such costs be met by revenue drawn from the auctioning of emissions allowances, or will 
the Member States pocket the proceeds of these auctions and allocate them to totally unrelated purposes? Therefore, I 
think that the “Energy Package” will - in a major way - influence the shaping of the Europe’s future cohesion policy”. 
Jean Didier HACHE noted.  
 
The European Commission was represented by Niels LADEFOGED, officer at DG TREN, who described the 
“Energy Package” and presented the new “Communication on Offshore Wind” just published by the 
Commission.  
 
For the Scottish Government, Jim MILLARD (Team Leader of the Energy, Enterprise and Tourism 
Directorate) chaired the final session of the works. He highlighted the important role Scotland has 
historically played in supplying energy to Europe, and the key role it wishes to play tomorrow in the field of 
renewable energy. This view was also expressed by Aberdeen, who wishes to evolve from being Europe’s oil 
capital to being its “green energy capital”. 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact Enrico MAYRHOFER 
 
Gsm : +32 486 561 967, E-mail : enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org  
Web: www.crpm.org – www.cpmr.org  

http://www.cpmr.org/
http://www.crpm.org/
mailto:enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org

