
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Bayonne, 3 October 2008 Ref: CRPMCOM080030 

REGIONAL AND MARITIME POLICY, TWO MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 

Under the auspices of France’s six-month Presidency of the EU and the Committee of the Regions’ Open 
Days, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) held its General Assembly in Bayonne (FR) 
from 1st to 3rd October 2008 at the invitation of Mr Alain Rousset, President of Aquitaine Regional Council. 

With the European Parliament battling with the Council over Erika III, maritime issues were high on the 
agenda of the CPMR’s debates, in which Mr Joe Borg, European Commissioner with responsibility for 
Maritime Affairs, took part. 

“The implementation of an integrated maritime policy for Europe will require a regional focus if it is to succeed,” 
emphasised the Commissioner. “This issue is one that has been promoted from the beginning by the CPMR, and one 
that the Commission is keen to deliver upon.” According to Mr Borg, “transport, maritime spatial planning, marine 
research, governance and maritime surveillance are priorities for the European Commission” and were also the focus 
of his address in Bayonne. He also mentioned the importance of maritime clusters for the regions, and the 
possibility of linking energy and maritime policy. He announced the forthcoming adoption of a 
Communication on offshore wind energy  

The CPMR Regions, in response, underlined that an integrated maritime policy was a major step forward in 
European integration. However, the implementation of this policy requires a longer term visibility than the 
current action plan for 2008-2009. The maritime policy must go further than just encouraging greater 
cooperation between the Member States or mobilising stakeholders on their own national stage. The 
intergovernmental open coordination method (whose limitations can be seen in other fields) cannot be 
expected to develop an efficient integrated maritime policy. A real multi-level governance system is 
required, at the appropriate geographical levels. With regard to this, the CPMR drew the attention of Mr 
Pierre Heilbronn (Advisor to the General Secretary for European Affairs and Coordinator for the French 
Presidency of the EU), representing Mr François Fillon at the General Assembly, to the fact that the CPMR 
had not been included in the various ministerial groups dealing with maritime policy. This was a step 
backwards in relation to the practices introduced two years ago, and did not bode well for the successful 
mobilisation of all stakeholders concerned.  

Concerning the future of regional policy and the 2009-2010 negotiations on the budget, the CPMR hoped that 
the Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, due to be published next week, would address this clearly and 
openly in relation to all the EU policies. In this context, the CPMR Regions had a dialogue with Ms Katarina 

Mathernova, Deputy Director General of DG REGIO, and with Mr Michel Lebrun, Vice-President of the 
Committee of the Regions.  

“The implementation of the principle of territorial cohesion must go much further than just regional policy,”, said Mr 
Claudio Martini, President of Tuscany, who has just been re-elected for a further two years as President of 
the CPMR. “It calls for the creation of new mechanisms of multi-level governance within the Union to ensure 
compatibility and synergy between the different EU policies and between the different geographical levels, respecting 
the principle of subsidiarity.” Mr Martini proposed that, at the end of the forthcoming negotiations on the 
Union’s multi-annual financial perspectives, in 2013, the European Commission, the Council, the Parliament, 
the Committee of the Regions and the main organisations of regional and local authorities should sign a 
Territorial Pact of objectives and implementation strategies. The years required to prepared such a pact 



would be a symbol of the new involvement of all levels of public authorities in the European project. The 
signing of such a pact and its implementation between 2014 and 2020 would introduce one of the most 
useful mechanisms for bringing the institutions of the Union closer to its population. 

The CPMR Regions also expressed to Mrs Mathernova their concern that the European Commission has no 
simple, clear line on the continuation of a regional policy involving all EU Regions for the next multi-annual 
financial programming period from 2014 to 2020. “This is a major achievement of European integration,” 
continued Mr Martini, “one of the rare ones to date that has helped bring the Union’s institutions closer to our fellow-
citizens.” 

Mr Alain Rousset, speaking on behalf of Aquitaine Region and in his capacity as President of the Assembly 
of French Regions, also addressed this subject. “The post-2013 budget must go beyond the 1% ceiling and at the 
same time clearly pose the question of multi-level governance. This is only way that the major guidelines of public 
policies defined at European level can be translated concretely. And this is the price to pay to reconcile Europe of the 
States, Europe of the Regions, and Europe of the citizens. In the light of the difficulties encountered once again by States 
in ratifying the Treaty on European Union, we, Presidents of Regions, once again face the recurring question of the 
participation of our citizens in European integration. It is up to us to demonstrate that another Europe is possible, and 
that it can move forward thanks to the Regions.” 

In its Final Declaration (http://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda/725_df_bayonne-en.pdf), the CPMR also 
underlined to the Commission the importance of continuing a convergence policy, creating a policy of 
territorial excellence and cohesion policies for the Union’s neighbours, and developing territorial 
cooperation towards more strategic and more integrated projects. 

At this 36th General Assembly, the CPMR welcomed four new member Regions: Angus (UK), Ida-Virumaa 
(EE), Larnaca District Development Agency (CY) and Samsun (TR). The 159 members of the CPMR re-
elected Mr Claudio Martini as President. Ms Gunn Marit Helgesen (Telemark, NO), Ms Giovanna Debono 
(Gozo – MT), Mr Charalambos Kokkinos (South Aegean, GR), M. Kevan Lim (East of England Regional 
Assembly, UK) and Mr Ramón Luis Valcarcel Siso (Murcia, ES) were elected as Vice-Presidents for the next 
two years.  
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