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PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 19 May 2008 Ref : CRPMCOM080015 

20 MAY MARITIME DAY 

During the Plenary Session of the European Parliament to be held in Strasbourg this week, the European 
Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union will approve the institution 
of a “European Maritime Day” which will be organised every year to heighten the awareness of the general 
public on the importance of the Sea. 

The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) welcomes this initiative with great enthusiasm and 
is pleased to be able to take part in the “Stakeholder Conference” being held in Brussels today and tomorrow.  
This conference stresses the importance of a territorial approach to implementing the maritime policy and 
hopes to commence talks with the maritime Regions.  

Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of the Region of Brittany and Vice President of the CPMR, will represent 
the CPMR during these talks.  Mr Le Drian is the coordinator of the Group “AQUAMARINA”, a group of 40 
maritime Regions within the CPMR created to monitor the implementation of the EU Action Plan resulting 
from the Blue Book “An Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union”. 

The CPMR has declared itself to be generally satisfied with the results that Europe is obtaining in the 
maritime sector.  Further to several incentives, and in particular that of the CPMR, for example the 7th 
Framework Programme for Research and Development, has half opened the door to coordination between 
maritime research projects carried out on different themes. 

However, while the CPMR advocates the maritime sea basin as one of the appropriate levels of 
implementation for a truly integrated European Maritime Policy, it must be said that it is not receiving very 
enthusiastic feedback, whether from the European Commission or Member States.  Indeed, this notion was 
almost integrated into the Blue Book, but finally it was not included to avoid certain States considering the 
emergence of this new level as competition to the actions being developed on their own maritime territories.  
And yet everywhere else in the world, the maritime basins are getting organised, it would be a pity if Europe 
lags behind. 

The CPMR hopes to enrich the proposals of the Commission through the AQUAMARINA group, which will 
meet again in Brussels on 8 July, to take stock of the desired progress of the European Policy on maritime 
transport.  In particular, a discussion with the European Coordinator of Motorways of the Sea, Mr Luis 
Valente de Oliveira, is expected. 

The 20 May will not only be celebrated in Brussels, but also on the ground: in the various Regions of Europe, 
the maritime Regions will participate in this celebration through their own activities.  The CPMR has 
promoted amongst its members several awareness campaigns on the sea, such as Open Days in ports, 
environmental actions, networking activities between museums and aquariums etc. 
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