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THE REGIONS OF THE WORLD MEET  
FOR FAIR DEVELOPMENT 

Under the High Patronage of His Majesty the King of Morocco, Mohammed VI, the “Second International 
Convention on a Regional and Local Approach to Development” was held in Tangiers 
from 12 to 14 May 2008 at the invitation of Mr Abdelhadi Benallal, President of the Regional Council 
of Tanger-Tétouan and on the initiative of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Region of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur. 

Thanks to the policy of social and territorial economic cohesion, European Regions have greatly contributed 
to increasing the responsibilities and constructive roles of the Regions in Central and Eastern Europe, 
facilitating (after enlargement), their accession; their integration; and improving their economic and 
social level within the framework of the European Union.  The objective of this Convention is to study 
the opportunities for a transfer of experience to other countries of such a cohesion policy, as a factor for 
economic growth and solidarity-based support for globalisation. 

The major thread of the discussions during the two day Convention was based on three key words: 
development, territories and globalisation.  Sustainable development - socially just and fair, intended as 
a possibility for all to have a decent life; territories - as sub-state levels of authority and as an essential 
safeguard to the stabilisation of democratic national structures; and globalisation - as an unavoidable fact 
which offers tremendous opportunities whilst running environmental, economic and social risks to ill-
prepared territories. 

“I am convinced that without the Regions we will not be able to resolve all the problems, nor take up all 
the opportunities that globalisation generates.” Stated Ms Danuta Hübner, European Commissioner for Regional 
Policy.  The Commissioner also welcomed the recent creation of the Forum of Global Associations 

of Regions (FOGAR).  The importance of this new organisation “which is a mouthpiece for over 500 Regions 
throughout the world on an international level and which aims to implement new methods of governance”, 
was corroborated by Mr Kemal Dervis, UNDP Administrator, represented by Ms Cécile Molinier, Director 
of the UNDP Liaison Office in Geneva. 

For Mr Claudio Martini, President of the Region of Tuscany, the CPMR and FOGAR, “The end product 
of these two days is the commitment from all of us to new synergies in the cooperation between European Regions 
and other parts of the world through the UNDP ART GOLD1 Programme, which promotes the territorial dimension 

                                                           
1 http://www.hcci.gouv.fr/lecture/synthese/initiative-art-gold-pnud.html 
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for a better utilisation of available resources with the participation of local citizens”.  This method of intervention 
is currently active in 15 countries, rendering effective a joint programming of over 800 partners who act 
together on the development process of the country in question. 

The Moroccan Minister of State, Mr Mohamed El Yazghi contributed to the discussion with the concrete 
example of his country, which, thanks to the commitments of the ART GOLD programme, increasingly 
strengthens the decentralisation process aiming at reinforcing the governance of regional authorities. 

A Final Declaration2 was adopted by participants.  This clearly involves the different levels of public 
authority in the definition and the implementation of development policies. 

This meeting on an innovative approach to development, creating a dynamic of inter-regional partnerships 
able to promote a fair economic and social development on the level of local populations, saw the 
participation of almost 60 countries and around 1000 participants from all Regions of the world. 

On a European level, many Regions were present.  The Committee of the Regions was also represented by its 
Vice-President, Mr Gordon Keymer CBE, who took part in the closing session after a video message from 
Ms Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European Commissioner for External Relations.  The European Parliament was 
also present, represented in particular by Mr Lambert Van Nistelrooij, MEP and President of the 
Association of European Border Regions (AEBR), and Mr Thierry Cornillet, MEP and President of the 
International Association of French-speaking Regions (AIRF), both members of FOGAR. 

“The worst for Europe would be to become a Fortress.  Whilst wanting to protect the European project, it would only 
subside and weaken.  Europe, if it wants to continue to exist vis-a-vis emerging continents, needs, together with the 
Mediterranean, to constitute a common area of shared prosperity and security.  Thus we go beyond the North-South 
issue and hence the European project will find the sense of its origins…” stated Mr Michel Vauzelle, President of 
the Region Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur and organiser of the First Convention which was held in Marseille 
in March 2007. 

For further information, please contact: 

Leïla Barakat:United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Morocco 
Leila.barakat@undp.org 
Mobile: 00-212-61-23-96-00 

Talal Salahdine:UNDP-Morocco 
Talal.Salahdine@undp.org 
Mobile: 00-212- 64-10-65-99 

Sophie Paviot-Zamora:Region Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (PACA) 
spaviot@regionpaca.fr 
Tel: 00 33 (0)4. 91. 57. 51. 64 

Enrico Mayrhofer: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) 
Enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org 
Tel: 00 32 486. 56. 19. 67 

                                                           
2 Available on the CPMR website (www.crpm.org) 


