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Owing to their many areas of competence, their capacity to bring together local actors and their 

closeness to citizens, regional and local governments - particularly the regional authorities - are increasingly 
perceived as vital players to be taken into account in the long-term implementation of a future global 
governance system based on fair development policies. 

 
Taking as its underlying theme strategic planning to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, 

the “1st International Convention on a Regional and Local Approach to Development” was held in Marseille in 
March 2007. The event, organised on the initiative of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 
(CPMR), the UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) and the Region of Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur, confirmed the role and vocation of regional governments as actors in the area of development 
offering specific added value for the people and territories of developing countries. 

 
As new interlocutors of the United Nations, the Regions help to deliver the Millennium 

Development Goals, on the one hand by adopting a decentralised, smooth and coordinated approach taking 
on board the expectations of local populations, and on the other hand by ensuring joined-up action on the 
part of the different international, national, regional and local partners working within the same territory. 
 

The 2nd Convention will provide us with the opportunity to take stock of the progress achieved since 
March 2007 and to continue to take forward the vision of a regional and local approach to development. In 
the wake of the Forum hosted by the Region of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur, the Forum of Global 
Associations of Regions (FOGAR) was formed to act as a mouthpiece for over 550 regions worldwide under 
the umbrella of 11 geographic and/or thematic networks of regions. Since then, there has also been a 
significant expansion of the UNDP’s ART GOLD programme (Support to Territorial Networks - local 
governance and development) now present in over 15 countries in 5 continents, thanks to the support of 
several national governments and regional partners. 
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Tangiers in Morocco will be the venue for the 2nd International Convention on 12 to 14 May 2008, at 
the invitation of the President of the Region of Tangiers-Tetouan. It will be attended by representations from 
Regions the world over and their associations, as well as by local representatives, national governments, the 
European Commission, civil society and a number of United Nations Agencies. 

 
Organised jointly by the Region of Tangiers-Tetouan, the CPMR, FOGAR, UNDP and PACA Region, 

with the backing of the Moroccan Ministry of the Interior and Local Government, this 2nd Convention has 
three main objectives: 
 

• An institutional objective, laying the foundations for international solidarity in favour of 
intermediate and developing countries, by encouraging the introduction of a global territorial 
cohesion policy that may be likened to the European Union’s commitments in favour of European 
Regions in the 1970’s and 80’s, and which would involve the main donors and UN and Bretton 
Woods bodies. 

 

• A strategic objective, promoting a regional and local approach and multi-level governance for 
development aid alongside the financial and sectoral approaches currently adopted by the main 
donors and UN and Bretton Woods bodies; this should help to change the way development aid is 
conceived making it more effective (on account of it being closer to the needs of the people 
concerned and implemented by all in a collaborative manner), thus building up a more democratic 
international solidarity with the inclusion of all global, national, regional and local actors. 

 

• An operational objective to develop and create synergy between regional cooperation actions 

designed to aid development, referring in particular to the ART GOLD methodological approach 
that would become one of the tools for implementing this kind of political commitment. 

 

 
During the event, it is planned to hold a number of major signing ceremonies for agreements in aid of 

Tangiers-Tetouan Region. These mainly concern three partnership agreements under the ART GOLD 
Morocco Programme that the UNDP will be signing with the Region of Valencia, the Catalan Government, 
and the Spanish NGO MEDICUS MUNDI, and a partnership agreement between the Regions of Provence-
Alpes-Côte d’Azur and Tangiers-Tetouan (a decentralisation support scheme). 
 

A press conference will be held ahead of this major event on Thursday 8 May 2008 at 3.00pm at the 

United Nations Information Centre, located at 6 Avenue Tarik Ibn Ziyad, Rabat-chellah. 
 
The briefing will be led jointly by Mr Abdelhadi Benallal, President of the Regional Council of Tangiers-

Tetouan, and Mr Mourad Wahba, UNDP Resident Representative and United Nations Resident Coordinator 
for Morocco. 
 
Fur further information, please contact: 

 
Leïla Barakat: United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Morocco 
Leila.barakat@undp.org 
GSM: 00-212-61-23-96-00 
 
Talal Salahdine: UNDP-Morocco 
Talal.Salahdine@undp.org 
GSM: 00-212- 64-10-65-99 
 
Sophie Paviot-Zamora: Region of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur (PACA) 
spaviot@regionpaca.fr 
Tel: 00 33 (0)4. 91. 57. 51. 64 
 
Enrico Mayrhofer: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) 
Enrico.mayrhofer@crpm.org 
Tel: 00 32 486. 56. 19. 67 
 


