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EDITORIAL -  WE ARE NOT NGOS ,  WE ARE REGIONS !  
 
By Michel  Vauzel l e  
President  o f  Provence-Alpes-Côte d ’Azur Reg ion 
President  o f  the Inter-Medit erranean Commiss ion 
 

The f irst  “ Internat ional  Conference  for a  Terri toria l  Approach to Development”  
organised by the UNDP, the CPMR and Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region,  marks the 
beginning of  the United Nations’  recognit ion of  the regional dimension.   Up until  that  
point,  the  United Nations l ikened us,  regional governments,  to NGOs.   Regional isat ion,  
even where i t  progresses with diff iculty,  const itutes a  global development.   I t  i s  t ime 
that the United Nations took measure of  regional isat ion,  for it  i s  not  opposed to nat ional  
governments which are a  framework of  social  cohesion,  sol idari ty and preservat ion of  
collect ive interest .   I t  i s  not a  source of  S tate weakening,  except  if  i t  i s  considered as 
l ikely to encourage the dismantl ing or disintegrat ion of  public  authorit ies.   On the  
contrary,  i t  has to be a  publ ic  t ier  of  government  enabling better  coordination of  publ ic  
action.  
 
I t  i s  signif icant that this  recognition take place through the  United Nations Development 
Programme which is  equipped with a  platform for innovative partnerships.  The Regions 
are key players in development -  through their  proximity with the c it izens,  with civi l  
society,  with al l  the socio-economic partners and protagonists of  their  terri tor ies .   I t  i s  
from the terr itories that a ttempts must be made to meet the great chal lenges of  
global isation -  the world’s open terr itor ies,  energy l iberators,  and laborator ies of  better  
governance and del ivery of  a  partic ipatory democracy next to representat ive democracy.  
 
The Conference of  Per ipheral Mari t ime Regions -  perhaps r ightly,  as it  found i ts origin 
in this  per ipheral  character  which it  forged and united,  and since the sea,  in a  globalised  
area,  represents exchange and opportunit ies -  is  the representative of  the UNDP, by 
joining forces with the  efforts of  networks of  regions f rom other cont inents.   Al l  credit  is  
due to the successive Presidents of  the CPMR and,  most especia lly,  to our current  
President,  Claudio Martini ,  as well  as to our Secretary General ,  Xavier Gizard.   They 
both enabled the agreement to take place  with the UNDP in June in the Azores.  
 
The Convention which takes place on the 5 ,  6  and 7 March in Marseil le  is  the next step  
along the path which we star ted a long in the Azores.   I  am very proud to host this f irst  
Convention in Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur.   Tangible projects wil l  be star ted in 
Marseil le ,  particular ly the  ART GOLD projects combining the different levels,  
international,  national ,  regional and loca l,  as  wel l  as the c ivi l  society,  to del iver together  
the Millennium Goals  for development,  the  efforts to reduce poverty and inequali t ies ,  
and for  socia l  just ice.  
 
Convention programme: http://www.crpm.org/en/index.php?act=6,1,2 ,38  
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MARTINI:  ENERGY  IS  A  PRIMARY  COMMODITY 
 

By Enrico Mayrhofer,  Director  for communicat ions,  CPMR 
 
On 10th January 2007,  the European Commission presented the “Energy Packet”,  a  series 
of  measures a imed at  reducing carbon emissions,  at  encouraging energy saving and 
renewable energies and at taking note of  the  current cl imate change.   
 
Claudio Mart ini ,  President of  the Tuscan regional government and the Conference of  
Per ipheral  Marit ime Regions (CPMR) is  satisf ied with the European proposal to  cut 
greenhouse  gas  emissions by 20% by 2020,  as  wel l  as with i ts  request  to member  States to  
produce a t  least  20% of  energy from renewable sources,  but hopes that the Regions wil l  
be more  involved in any future  deliberations regarding energy.  I  don’t  want it  to end up 
as i t  has with Lisbon,   conf irmed Mart ini  a  proper  pol icy is  important for Europe,  but  
one that doesn’t  take deep root in the terri tor ies.  We too often forget how the Regions,  
due to their  c loseness  to the inhabitants,  can help raise public  awareness,  encourage,  or 
in certa in cases,  impose energy saving,  and act ively support the development of  
renewable energies within their  terri tor ies.   
 
However,  whilst  Commissioner Piebalgs was presenting these new strategic documents  
focused on energy,  the Regions,  represented by Claudio Mart ini  (CPRM) and Riccardo 
Il ly (AER) were discussing the same issue,  with American economist Jeremy Rifkin,  
author of  the book “The European Dream”. Phi lippe Busquin (PSE-BE),  former European 
Commissioner for research,  Vit tor io Prodi  (ELDR-IT),  Claude Turmes (VERDI-FR) and Jo 
Leinen (PSE-DE) a lso attended the workshop that took place in the European Parl iament  
on 10th January.  The main topic was hydrogen.  Rifkin sees in this source of  energy,  a  
solut ion to  tackle the  current  c l imate change,  and the increasingly short  supplies of  
carbon and oi l .  Renewable energy,  the American writer  declared,  exists everywhere on 
Earth.  If  we club together and accumulate this renewable energy in the form of  hydrogen 
and distr ibute it  on a large scale by means of  a  network,  we can achieve in the f ie ld of  
energy what we achieved -   thanks to the internet -  with information and 
communication! According to Rifkin,  Europe,  which was founded on common energy 
policies,  could act  as leader in this “new industr ial  revolut ion”  and could even use  c lean 
energy to create new jobs so that the  Lisbon goals are  f ina lly reached.   
 
On this occasion,  Martini  a lso mentioned the CPRM’s long-standing commitment within 
the sphere  of  energy and sustainable development.  At the World Summit on Susta inable 
Development 2002  in Johannesburg,  the CPRM contr ibuted to sett ing up NRG4SD 
(Network for Regional Governments for  Susta inable Development) .  A network of  world  
regions,  which represents regional  governments a t  a  global  level,  promotes susta inable 
development and fosters partnerships between a ll  the regions of  the globe .  With 
NRG4SD we are concerned with matters that for us are  indispensable and which are 
rela ted to the discussion we had with Rifkin.  Energy saving and ef f ic iency above a l l  e lse:  
saving because our cit izens need to rea l ise  that energy is  a  precious commodity,  
eff ic iency because we,  as leaders,  must guarantee clean and safe sources,  yet with a  good 
rate of  re turn.  Then there is  renewable  energy,  which for us is  a  true example to fol low: 
the Navarra  model speaks for itse lf ;  70% of  all  energy produced in Navarra comes f rom 
windmills,  solar panels,  b iomass and other  “clean”  sources .  And last  but  not least ,  the 
price of  energy for the consumer:  we are  talking about a  commodity that today has 
become primary,  the consumer should be able to acquire energy and consequently i ts  
cost  should be reasonable.    
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BRITTANY WORKS ON THE SOCIAL DIMENSION OF A EU  MARITIME POLICY  
 

In order  to continue to  feed into the  contribut ion to  the European Green Book on a  
future  mari t ime pol icy for  the  EU,  the  Regional Council  of  Bri ttany wil l  organise,  on 
Fr iday 9 March 2007,  a  European seminar  on the socia l  aspects of  a  mari time policy.  The 
object ive of  this event is  to enable a  great number of  European stakeholders meet 
(members of  European Par liament,  unions and other professional organisations, 
European commission,  national and local authorit ies,  research centres)  to discuss the  
main issues ra ised by the  socia l  aspects  of  marit ime pol ic ies:  education,  working 
condit ions,  labour regulations. . . .   You wil l  f ind herewith enclosed a draft  programme.  
From now on,  please do not hesita te,  to transmit this email  and information and to pre-
register  with the a ttached form. 
 
Seminar programme avai lable a t :   
ht tp://www.crpm.org/pub/agenda2/6_preprog3_anglais_modif_en.pdf  


