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MEETING OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 

OF THE CPMR WORKING GROUP ON ENERGY 
PAMPLONA, 22 NOVEMBER 2005 

 
MINUTES 

 
Attendees: All members were present with the exception of Panos Coroyannakis and José-Ángel Zubiaur 
Carreño. 
 
1 – Assessment of the Truro meeting. 
 
The attendees stated that they were satisfied with the work undertaken during the first workshop organised 
in Truro on 19-20 September 2005. 
It was noted that the initial topic of the conference (How can the development of renewables and reduction 
in energy demand be taken on board alongside social, economic and environmental imperatives?) perhaps 
ought to have been examined in greater depth, but the political agenda meant that we had to devote a large 
part of our working time to the Commission’s consultation on the Green Paper on Energy Efficiency. 
Nevertheless, this issue could be discussed further at other workshops, particularly the one due to be held in 
the Western Isles. 
 
The problem of the absence of French-speaking participants was also raised, as the host region had 
committed a substantial budget to providing simultaneous interpreting in French. It was therefore decided 
that the workshops would henceforth be conducted in English. This issue could be re-examined if it caused 
too great an inconvenience for a significant number of participants. The main papers for the working group 
on energy minutes, etc.) would continue to be issued in French and English, and the conference in Navarre 
would be conducted in three languages (French, English and Spanish). 
 
2 – Report on the CPMR Conference in Madeira. Action to be undertaken concerning the Commission’s 
Green Paper on Energy Efficiency. 
 
The meeting of the working group on energy in Truro resulted in the drafting of a certain number of 
comments on the Green Paper on Energy Efficiency, which were tabled at the CPMR’s annual General 
Assembly for adoption in the form of a resolution. This resolution was intended to be sent subsequently to 
the European Commission. 
 
In accordance with CPMR procedure, the draft resolution was first submitted to one of the Geographical 
Commissions so that it could be put to the vote of the Assembly. Navarre being the Chair of the energy 
group, José-Angel Zubiaur Carreño tabled our proposals at the meeting of the Atlantic Arc Commission. 
 
The Atlantic Arc Commission approved the proposed resolution drafted in Truro 
Two amendments were proposed by Norrbotten County Council though these did not change the general 
thrust of the text. They were included in the resolution. 
 
The final text was unanimously approved by the CPMR General Assembly. 
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During the conference in Madeira, Mr Thomas of the European Commission made contact with Jean-Didier 
Hache to notify him that point 11 of the resolution was already well covered by Directive 89/106/EC. 
 
After discussion, the Steering Committee considered that the point stipulating: 
“Under the EU Buildings Directive developers for new builds should be required to test/monitor new buildings and 
provide evidence that the minimum energy efficiency standards are being met”, should be removed from the 
document addressed to the Commission. 
 
The numbering would therefore need to be changed (12 to 11, etc.). 
 
The amended document was therefore to be sent to the European Commission by the end of December 
together with an introductory letter signed jointly by the President of Navarre and the President of the 
CPMR. 
 
This letter would be sent by Navarre to Commissioner Andris Piebalgs and the relevant services of the 
Commission. 
 
3 – Nuclear Energy. 
 
During the presentation of the resolution on the Green Paper on Energy Efficiency in Madeira, two regions 
(Hampshire and Gloucestershire) raised the question of the need to look into the impact of nuclear energy on 
the peripheral maritime regions. In his capacity as coordinator of the Energy group, Jean-Didier Hache 
replied that it was difficult to ignore this issue given its implications on CO2  emissions, and that it would be 
brought to the attention of the Steering Committee. 
 
After discussion, the Steering Committee considered that the issue of nuclear energy did indeed deserve to 
be examined by the CPMR working group on energy, but that it was nevertheless necessary: 
 

- to address these issues at a later stage (i.e. after 2006), since the work programme up to the Navarre 
conference was already fixed; 

- to examine not only the issue of nuclear energy but also look at other fossil fuels that had a major 
impact on the peripheral maritime regions; 

- to put the issue of exploiting these forms of energies into perspective with regard to the need to 
develop renewables; 

- to include in the working group and Steering Committee persons with the necessary expertise to 
deal with these issues. 

 
4 - Organisation of events in 2006. 
 
Timetable of events for 2006: 
 
- A workshop was to be held in Stornoway in the Western Islands (Scotland) on 21 and 22 February 2006 
(and not 13 and 14 February as initially indicated). Topic of the workshop: “Does EU legislation encourage 
the development of sustainable energy in the peripheral maritime regions?” 
 
Issues to be addressed include:  

- effective conditions for grid access for renewables; 
- possible conflicts with EU environmental legislation; 
- changes to the system of state aid for environmental protection.  

Invitations would be sent out shortly. 
 
- A workshop would be organised as planned in Fryslân, the Netherlands, on 5 and 6 April 2006. It would 
aim to determine how a region can get the maximum benefit from renewables in terms of employment and 
finance; and how can it develop market-oriented innovations? 
This workshop would be organised as part of a wider event organised by the Environment Group of the 
CPMR North Sea Commission. 
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- The Conference on “Energy for the Periphery” would be held as scheduled in Pamplona, Navarre, on 5 
and 6 October 2005. 
This conference would be open to all CPMR regions and various high-level speakers (EU institutions, 
national authorities, NGOs, industry, etc.) 
 
It was planned to associate the Finnish Presidency of the EU. 
 
Navarre Region was looking into the possibility of requesting a registration fee for the conference. 
The organisational and financial aspects of this event would be discussed in more detail at a meeting 
between Navarre and the CPMR General Secretariat. This meeting would take place in Rennes in January 
2006. 
 
The main issues to be addressed at this conference were defined as follows: 
 
1 – A policy for sustainable energy development: jobs and financial advantages for the peripheral maritime 
regions (report from working group 1a). 
 
2 – Developing sustainable energies: a source of conflicts at regional or local level? (report from working 
group 1b) 
 
3 – Does EU legislation encourage the development of sustainable energy in the peripheral maritime 
regions? (report from working group 2) 
 
4 – Sustainable energy development: an instrument to support territorial cohesion? 
 
5 – Sustainable energy in national and EU policies. From the need for a global approach to the importance of 
the regional dimension. 
 
5 – Relations with the European Parliament. 
 
The Steering Committee was informed of the summary paper on energy-related issues that was forwarded 
to us by Mr Alyn Smith, MEP. A number of points raised in this paper would be discussed at the Stornoway 
workshop. 
 
6 –Steering Committee. 
 
It was agreed to propose to Mr Kurt-Ake Hammarstedt from Norrbotten County to take part in the Steering 
Committee in order to strengthen ties with the CPMR Baltic Sea Commission and also to ensure ongoing 
contact with the working group on the environment and sustainable energy at the Assembly of European 
Regions (AER) of which Mr Hammarstedt was a member. 
 
The Steering Committee would meet if necessary during the workshops scheduled to take place in 2006 
 
We also planned to organise a meeting to prepare for the Navarre conference (date to be confirmed). 
 
7- Participation in “Sustainable Energy Europe”.  
 
The Steering Committee agreed that the CPMR should take part in the “Sustainable Energy Europe” 
campaign as an associate member. 
 
Navarre would represent the CPMR in this initiative, and would take all the necessary steps in this regard. 
Jean-Didier Hache would present the action of the CPMR energy group at the event organised in Brussels on 
29 November 2005. 
 
8 – Participation in the REN21 network. 
 
This issue was not discussed owing to lack of time. The Steering Committee members would give their 
decision on this by exchange of email. 


