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INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUBMITTING ORGANISATION 
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions represents today more than 150 Regions from Europe 
and its neighbouring countries. It is both an interest group and a think tank for Europe, and works as a 
sound platform for political and technical cooperation on several core policies for the development of its 
Member Regions, such as: cohesion, accessibility and maritime policies. The CPMR is a unique network 
in Europe organised into Geographical Commissions (GCs) and it is capable of effectively addressing 
specific priorities and sectoral policies related to a given sea basin. 

Type of respondent: network of public Regional Authorities (group of interest, think tank, platform for 
political and technical cooperation) 

Main headquarters: Legal headquarters in Rennes, offices in Brussels and Barcelona.  

Contact details: 

CPMR General Secretariat 

6 rue Saint-Martin, 35700 Rennes (France) 

Telephone: + 33 (0)2 99 35 40 60 – Fax: + 33 (0)2 99 35 09 19 

Emails: secretariat@crpm.org (CPMR General Secretariat) - alexis.chatzimpiros@crpm.org (Alexis 
Chatzimpiros, Adviser Energy) 

Introduction 

In its Energy Union Framework Strategy, the European Commission announced the creation of a new 
renewable energy package for the period after 2020. For the period 2020-2030, its package will include a 
new renewable energy directive (REDII), for which elaboration the Commission has wished to obtain 
further elements on the impacts and benefits of the current Renewable Energy Directive (RED). 

In this framework, the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) has invited its Member 
Regions to participate in the consultation launched by the Commission (last November 2015) since many 
are active in the fields of renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable transport1. The results 
expressed both on the answers to the questionnaire and in this present document integrate answers from 
CPMR Member Regions as well as from previous and present projects findings and recommendations 
dealing with renewable energy, in particular blue energies, energy efficiency and low carbon economy2. 

                                                           

1 Answers provided encompass the following: Aberdeen City Council (United Kingdom), Catalonia (Spain), Gotland Region 
(Sweden), Hordaland County Council (Norway), Navarra (Spain), Ostrobothnia Regional Council (Finland), Peloponnese 
Region (Greece), Skåne Region (Sweden), and Tulcea Region (Romania). 
2 For more details, please check: the Ljubljana Declaration, the COM&CAP MarInA-Med Policy Paper and its Annexes. 
DISCLAIMER: the point of views expressed by the Hordaland County Council do not represent any official position from the 
County Council. They are based upon the more general experience of the County Council and of Norway. 
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This present document is developed as follows: 

� Governance for the implementation of the new Renewable Energy Directive 

� Strengthening the renewable energy market in peripheral and maritime regions 

� Adapting financial support schemes and programmes 

� Customers empowerment and ownership 

It concludes on the important roles regional authorities can play for the better implementation of the 
current and new RED, while insisting on the importance for the Commission on the one hand to 
empower them to contribute to RED objectives and on the other hand to prevent any discrimination 
against renewable energy production in remote regions with often reduced access to the internal market. 

1. Governance for the implementation of the new Renewable Energy Directive 

The RED gives a concrete signal to Member States and the industry in the field of renewable energy, 
enabling long-term planning and investments in companies and in the public sector. Globally though, 
low electricity prices and falling oil prices, as well as the remaining financial crisis inducing government 
expenditures cuts, have quite influenced the ways RED policies have been implemented by Member 
States, hence impacting on local and regional governments capacities as well. For an effective 
deployment of the RED, the CPMR therefore underlines the following points: 

• The need and importance for EU institutions to further involve and consult local, regional 
governments and multi-level stakeholders as universities, economic associations, and the private 
sector, among others. This is key for a thorough identification of local and regional issues linked 
to renewable energy sources and systems, as well as for the elaboration of appropriate and fit 
solutions to tackle them. 

• The importance for EU institutions to consult with Member States as well, especially to ensure 
that there be harmonisation across regions, objectives be achievable, and strategies fit for 
purpose. Indeed, though it appears that clear mandatory national RED targets are essential for 
effective deployment of the RED, there are still consequential deviations as regards national 
legislations and governance on the matter, notably among EU Mediterranean countries. 
Guidance from the Commission on national renewable strategies would prove useful to ensure 
more coherence in the implementation of the RED. 

• Encouraging cooperation among renewable energy stakeholders for sharing good practices from 
the implementation of the RED would also prove very useful. 

• In this sense, taking into account geographical/sea basin features and making full use of existing 
and/or emerging sea-basin or macro-regional strategies would ensure an improved cooperation 
between the abovementioned various governance levels, while contributing to reduce—if not 
remove—administrative and legal barriers that have thus far been hindering the implementation 
of the RED as of support/financial support schemes. Using EU Cohesion policy tools as EU 
territorial cooperation programmes is key in this enterprise. 

2. Strengthening renewable energy markets in peripheral and maritime Regions 

The CPMR encourages the Commission to: 

• Adopt, strengthen, and support long-term vision and priorities to send strong market signals to 
investors as well as to RED implementers at local and regional levels for the production of more 
robust strategic planning within their given area. 

• Elaborate a detailed mapping of current and planned policies and infrastructures on renewable 
energies, and of their evolutions by geographical areas, to observe trends and better anticipate 
their adaptations in accordance with the renewable energy market.3 Delineating a landscape of 

                                                           

3 In the Mediterranean, there is for instance a lack of knowledge concerning offshore wind, wave and current measurements, 
which is notably due to the difficulties in using satellite measurements, known to be inefficient close to the shore, and 
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the sector would indeed be useful for stakeholders to identify what elements are required to 
move forward, while sending investors and planners estimates of legal certainty and future 
demand for them to better determine how to meet it. 

• Strengthen EU regulation and funding to achieve a better diversity of vehicles or fleets using 
renewable energy, notably for maritime transport, while encouraging the integration of 
hydrogen or biogas from waste.  

• Acknowledge the extent to which countries present very different premises and natural 
resources, including local situations when it comes to energy production, grids, connections and 
differences in governance. Accordingly, find a viable balance for the sustainable development of 
renewable energy infrastructures, in particular in peripheral maritime regions and countries 
where they are still at their infancy, as concerns exist that further development may happen at 
the expense of valuable environment and nature which is increasingly being threatened. 
Experience exchange and sharing of good practices of spatial and environmental planning are 
hence crucial. 

• Ensure and provide support to local, regional, and national authorities and stakeholders for the 
use of Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) and Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) tools, 
notably in the blue energy chain for the identification of actors and the sustainable 
implementation of (future) plans of intervention in EU sea basins up to 2030 and beyond. 

• Provide further guidance and support on how to further integrate wind and solar energy into the 
grid, especially for energy created from ocean/sea infrastructures and installations. 
Technological progress should be fully considered as well as the sharing of good practices in the 
matter. Adaptive solutions need to be studied and implemented to help strengthen renewable 
energy from EU sea basins where potentialities of abundant RES are still not exploited to the best 
extent possible and technologies development still at its infancy. The harmonisation of European 
trading and grid operation rules would also ease the process. 

• Suggest plans on how to develop and implement ideas for electricity market mixes and 
integration in peripheral regions that already exist but that are hard to achieve due to a lack of 
funding and investment support. 

• Strengthen the EU framework whether it be legal, financial, or technical to secure the end-users 
and returns of investments in renewable energies. Likewise, in remote areas, as the large 
renewable energy potential often cannot be exploited due to market failures that prevent 
investments in storage capacity, or in the upgrade of the transmission grid, ambitious provisions 
in REDII should be coupled with provisions from other policies, e.g. State Aids, to avoid 
discrimination towards remote territories. 

3. Adapting financial support schemes and programmes 

Despite decreasing technological costs, investment and operational costs for renewable energies—and in 
particular blue energies—infrastructures implementation in peripheral and maritime Regions are still 
high (especially in the Mediterranean). Issues in financing renewable energy systems have slowed down 
the implementation of renewable energy infrastructures consequentially (notably in Northern UK). 
Regarding financial support schemes, the CPMR therefore highlights the following: 

• The geographical scope of support schemes to drive the achievement of the 2030 target in a cost-
effective way should be regional. EU peripheral and maritime Regions are indeed facing different 
challenges and regional programmes are instrumental to tackling them. Working at regional 
level to build experience, demonstrate working solutions, and share best practices has been very 
beneficial to Regions and should be maintained and strengthened. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

uncertainties of various data sources. Increased knowledge about the potential of blue energies would facilitate the 
development of innovative technologies that are adapted to the characteristics of the Mediterranean Sea in terms of bottom 
depth, bottom morphology, or distance from the shore. See the Marina-Med Policy Paper for more details, p.17. 
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• A balance needs to be found in the degree of openness of national level support schemes to other 
member state renewable energy producers so as to foster renewable energy production or the 
implementation of competent service providers local-/regionally for those regions to become 
more competitive and efficient in terms of RED implementation in the future. In addition, 
different levels of support would also be required in order for Members States to gradually align 
themselves for the fulfilment of RED objectives. 

• The need to increase the EU budget allocations regarding sustainable development and the 
implementation of RED in the post-2020 programming period in order to foster cooperation 
mechanisms and provide local and regional governments with a more precise vision on how, 
where, and when to use funds (e.g. to be included within the next 2014-2020 programming 
period progress report). 

• Innovative types of financial support schemes/mechanisms could follow something similar to 
ERDF, being operated for instance by a Managing Authority centrally or per region and 
geographical area (e.g. Interreg North Sea, Mediterranean, etc.). In the meanwhile though, 
ensuring more concrete synergies and enhanced coordination between existing EU (such as 
COSME, LIFE or Horizon 2020, etc.), national, and regional funds and programmes, and 
European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) would help coordinate cooperation incentives 
better, making them complementary (studies, technology testings, market analyses and 
competitive intelligence, technological innovation, etc.), tailored to a defined geographical area, 
in an integrated way, and towards common goals (hence avoiding various-speed dynamics and 
optimising funds). 

• European Structural and Investment Funds are likely to contribute to regional smart-
specialisation strategies (S3) and consequently to the implementation of the RED, and more 
generally to contribute to the regions’ socio-economic development, as various have chosen 
marine energies as part of their S3. 

4. Customers empowerment and ownership 

The RED is an important framework for RES policies, however without strong Member States 
commitment and enabling measures, controls and pricing of grid electricity transmission, detection of 
market entry barriers and predatory pricing, its effectiveness remains indeed very relative. Hence the 
need to enforce a common regulatory EU framework. In this sense, the empowerment of customers 
needs to be enhanced as well, for them to be able to switch between suppliers, thus enabling better 
renewables uptake. The CPMR underlines the following: 

• Local and regional governments are keen to explore and implement more community ownership 
of energy. Buy-ins from network operators to support community projects are needed, while 
consumer and community buy-ins to projects would be further required. 

• As the current system of Guarantees of Origin (GOs) is not reflecting real value and gives no 
incentive to have additionality for RES production/consumption, real local/system electricity 
generation sources should be reported in order to make, on the one hand, the system more 
transparent. On the other hand, publicity and technical assistance would help making GOs 
effects more visible to customers while giving them a more precise idea of the impact it is making 
on the environment and therefore creating more interest. 

• Furthermore, for a greater empowerment of customers, it is worth noting that if feeding the 
excess electricity produced in small privately owned PV systems into the local grid is allowed, 
the tariff is often too low. It is therefore very hard for a small system to be economically valid and 
durable, which constitutes a serious hinder for private persons or companies to invest in this 
technology. 

• Regional and local authorities play a crucial role among citizens to create a favourable approach 
towards these investments, try to obtain some positive effects in favour of local communities and 
raise awareness throughout. The lack of awareness and communication regarding EU funding 
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and how it has supported projects (particularly, though not limited to, in the UK), needs to be 
tackled and benefits of EU cooperation ought to be promoted. With the correct engagement 
measures and publicity, ownership, and correct communication, negative public perception can 
be attenuated and removed (organisation of public events, reliable information on websites, 
social media and local and national newspapers, etc.). 

• Working with schools and engaging with school pupils to run energy challenges or awareness 
events could greatly participate to awareness raising, gain public acceptance, engage with young 
people so that they can feel involved in their community, reproduce, and spread good practices 
and messages. 

• Last but not least, encourage long-life learning for current and new professional profiles dealing 
with energy efficiency, renovation, and renewables needs to be enhanced. Encouraging public-
private alliances aiming to adapt, develop, market, and disseminate energy designs and planning 
tools, as well as the creation of research/scientific networks, would help support local/regional 
governments in their energy incentives and their follow-ups thereof, while ensuring skills 
matching to labour market specificities. 

In conclusion, CPMR regions believe that ambition for the new renewable energy directive should be 
high and that regional authorities can play a role for its better implementation. They also stress the 
importance for the Commission on the one hand to empower them to contribute to RED objectives and 
on the other hand to prevent any discrimination against renewable energy production in remote regions 
with reduced access to the internal market.  

 

 


