
 

 

Mr Günther OETTINGER  
European Commissioner 
European Commission 
DG Energy 
200, rue de la Loi 
1040 BRUXELLES 
BELGIQUE 
 
 
Rennes, 6 February 2012 

 
Ref. : EMA/AL – CRPMCOU120040 

 
 

Dear Commissioner, 

On behalf of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR), I would like to outline a number 
of thoughts in the framework of the public consultation presently undertaken by the European 
Commission on the EU Renewable Energy Strategy for the period post 2020. 

The CPMR is registered to REGRIN under the following number: ID - 5546423688-07 

Since the CPMR’s role is to represent the views of some 160 Regional authorities located for most in 
the maritime peripheries of Europe, I shall focus only on points of obvious common concern to our 
members. Consequently, it has seemed to us more appropriate to express our views through this 
letter, rather than through the broader online questionnaire. 

1/ Because of the maritime nature of our membership, our first concern is obviously that proper efforts 
are undertaken to ensure the full exploitation of maritime energy resources, since such resources can 
contribute to meet two EU goals:  that of a greener economy, as well as territorial cohesion. 

Various workshops and seminars organized by CPMR on marine energy issues (whose contributions 
may be found at http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=13,24,2) have identified a number of priorities 
to develop marine energy: 

- The need for a coordinated effort between the various different tiers of government, 
including regional authorities 

- The need for a concerted, common approach which includes researchers with sufficient 
critical mass in order to be able to tackle the various scientific-technical questions that 
arise along the production chain and marine energy implementation phases. 

- The need for a range of scientific-technical infrastructures which serve to test, improve 
and certify the vast array of technology currently under development  

These meetings have also identified a number of barriers and obstacles: 

- Political will,  

- Technological maturity,  

- Lack of administrative and legal clarity in obtaining authorization, financing, 
environmental limitations, social vision or the lack of connection to the grid and other 
electrical infrastructures required in order to ensure that peripheral regions can fulfill 
their renewable energy potential. 

 

http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=13,24,2


 

 

Last but not least, when it comes to funding marine renewable energy developments, the situation is 
especially complex in the case of R&D&I projects. This is to say that, these projects, as well as 
requiring solvency and guarantees, need to demonstrate attested short-term profitability which may 
be initially incompatible with the development of the project. This situation may only be resolved 
through ad hoc financing which, in many cases, should be directly handled by the Regions themselves 
through the setting in place of financial instruments that take other aspects into consideration as well 
as market factors.  

2/ Our second concern relates to the condition of grid access for renewable energy produced in 
peripheral regions. One must recall that Directive 2009/28/EC on the promotion of the use of energy 
from renewable sources  underlines that such resources should, whenever feasible, benefit from 
reasonable connection costs in order to ensure that they are not unfairly disadvantaged in comparison 
with producers situated in more central, more industrialized and more densely populated areas 
(Recital 63).  

Moreover,  Article 16 § 7 of the same Directive stresses that “Member States shall ensure that the charging 
of transmission and distribution tariffs does not discriminate against electricity from renewable energy sources, 
including in particular electricity from renewable energy sources produced in peripheral regions, such as island 
regions, and in regions of low population density.”   

Regrettably, this does not always seem to be the case. The point may be illustrated with the notorious 
example of the Scottish Islands, where the exploitation of a considerable renewable energy potential is 
presently being threatened by the massive overcharging of electricity transmission in comparison with 
the neighboring mainland. 

We would therefore ask the European Commission to investigate into such matters, and, whenever 
necessary, to ensure that the aforesaid provisions of this legislation are properly implemented. 

3/ Our third concern relates to the conflicts which can occur at times when large areas of a peripheral 
maritime region have been designated under EU environmental legislation, and when such 
designation ends up hampering the exploitation of a prime renewable energy potential. 

Whilst the role of EU environmental legislation and especially of the Habitat Directive (Directive 
92/43/EEC) must be appreciated and supported, one must also bear in mind the needs for Europe to 
foster a green economy, to reduce its energy dependency, and for peripheral areas, to seize the 
opportunities offered by renewable energy for their development. 

However we would appreciate it if, when the decision to proceed or not to proceed with a renewable 
energy development has to be made, a fair balance is found, bearing  in mind the fact the development 
of renewable energy is, by definition, at the very heart of environmental policy. 

Therefore, a delicate equilibrium has to be struck, resting probably on a case-by-case approach. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Eleni MARIANOU 
Secretary General of the CPMR 
 
Copy to Phillip Lowe, Director General 


