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MEETING OF THE CPMR ENERGY WORKING GROUP 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

10 MAY 2007 – BRUSSELS (B) 
 

- MINUTES - 
 
 
Attendees: 
 
Enrique DIAZ MORENO (Chairman, Navarra) 
Begoña URIEN (Navarra) 
María LOZANO ÚRIZ (Navarra) 
Kevan LIM (East of England Assembly) 
Panos COROYANNAKIS (Islenet) 
Lars SANDSTROM (Norrbotten)  
Tim GERMAN (Cornwall) 
Harm-Jan BOUWERS (Friesland) 
Hrvoje MARUSIC (Primorsko-Goranska) 
Prof. Malden CRNJAR (Primorsko-Goranska) 
Jean-Didier HACHE (Coordinator, CPMR) 
 
Apologies:  
Derek MacKIM (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) 
Linne LUNDSTROM (Västerbotten) 
 
The meeting agenda was approved. 
 
1) NEW MEMBERS OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
The meeting opened with a presentation of new participants.  
 
Mr Kevan LIM (East of England Regional Assembly) had been appointed by the North Sea Commission to 
follow the work of the Energy group, together with Cllr. Andreas Lervik, Østfold fylkeskommune, Norway 
(who was unable to attend). 
 
The participation of the Primorsko-Goranska (HR) delegation was only limited at this stage to the 
preparation of the working group’s next conference. 
 
2) PREPARATION OF THE MEETING WITH COMMISSIONER PIEBALGS 
 
A CPMR delegation was to meet Commissioner Piebalgs at 2pm. 
An exchange of views between participants helped to define the issues to be highlighted during the meeting 
(see separate meeting report). 
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3) DISCUSSION ON THE ENERGY GROUP’S WORK PROGRAMME 2007-2008 
 
Firstly, it was recalled that the CPMR Energy Group was to be involved in various events: 
 

- Tim German gave a briefing on the conference on Energy in Regional Development that was to be 
organised in Penryn (Cornwall) on 29 June 2007 (see http://www.csep.co.uk/page146g.html). 

 
- Panos Coroyannakis informed the Steering Committee of a two-day conference, Island Networking 

and Focus on Technologies that was to be organised in Brussels on 9 and 10 October 2007 
(http://www.islenet.net/?secid=1). This event was sponsored by the CPMR and the Baltic Islands 
Network B7. 

 
- The CPMR was also to be associated with the event organised by the regions of the “Celtic 

Connections” group during the Open Days in Brussels, on the topic Improving the use of our 
indigenous energy resources. This meeting was to take place in the Asturias Brussels Office on 10 
October from 11.30am to 1.30pm. Tim German was to chair this meeting. 

 
- It was noted that the Baltic Sea Commission’s Energy Working Group was planning to hold a 

seminar in Umeå on 11 September 2007: http://www.balticseacommission.org/WG_Energy.html 
 

Regarding the Energy Group’s work programme, Jean-Didier Hache recalled that it had been the subject of 
consultation with the Regions and it had been tabled at the CPMR Political Bureau meeting on 16 February 
last in Florence. 
 
In this respect, we might underline that many Regions had offered to host meetings on the proposed 
subjects, which was greatly appreciated. At the request of the Secretary General, it was nevertheless decided 
to give preference to proposals from Regions that had not yet hosted any CPMR events. 
 
The present meeting was attended by Mr Hrvoje Marusic and Prof. Malden Crnjar from Primorsko-
Goranska County (HR), a new CPMR member, which had expressed its wish to host an event in the second 
half of 2007.  
 
A general discussion between the Steering Committee members helped to raise a certain number of ideas 
and suggestions. 
 

� Event in the second half of 2007 
 
It was proposed that: 

- the event should take place either at the end of September or beginning of November 2007 (the 
second option had advantages from a practical point of view); 

- the focus of the event would be the issue raised in point B) of the questionnaire, i.e. “How to 
effectively promote sustainable energy at regional level” 

 
The following sub-themes were to be addressed: 
 

a)  “Can the harmonisation of planning and authorisation practices contribute to the promotion of a sustainable 
energy policy?” 
 
In this respect, the practical experiences of the Western Isles, Cornwall and Friesland were mentioned. 
Primorsko-Goranska County stated that it was interested in the issue of the financial benefits that a Region 
could expect to gain from the presence of big energy infrastructures within its territory (gas terminal in its 
case). It would find it extremely useful to make a comparison with any other peripheral maritime regions 
that had similar experiences (e.g. Shetland?) 
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b) Which policy promoting tenable energy research and development can effectively contribute to promote 
regional competitiveness? 
 
Mr Kevan Lim stated that he was particularly interested in this issue and described the administrative 
difficulties that existed in this area. It would be useful to have examples of both success stories and failures 
so that these could be analysed. 
 

c) “How can EU policies support the use of local resources to promote a sustainable energy policy in peripheral 
maritime Regions?” 
 
Regarding this point, it was deemed necessary to assess how far current policies went towards attracting the 
investments needed to exploit local resources. Were the regions dissatisfied with the existing mechanisms? If 
so, why, and which changes should be made? 
 
Further to discussion, it was agreed that: 

- about fifty persons should take part in this meeting; 
- at the request of the host region, the working languages would be English and Croatian; 
- the meeting would be held over two days, which would include a half-day field trip. 

 
It was recalled that the host region would cover the costs of hosting the meeting (interpreting, meeting room, 
meals, field trips) and that the participants would pay for their own travel and hotel expenses. The CPMR 
would send out the invitations and circulate the conclusions to the regions and national and EU authorities. 
There was a possibility that the CPMR could, on a case by case basis, pay for the travel expenses of some 
outside speakers that were not from the regions or national or EU institutions. 
 

� Event in the first half of 2008 
 
Regarding the second issue raised in the questionnaire – “How to reconcile the implementation of necessary 
means for the fight against the causes of climate change and the reinforcement of territorial cohesion?” – an 
event was planned in the first half of 2008. 
Pending confirmation, this could be held in Västerbotten (Sweden) which stated that it was interested in this 
subject. 
 
 
4) OTHER BUSINESS 
 
During the discussions, Enrique Diaz Moreno and Jean-Didier Hache notified the attendance of their 
participation in a seminar on energy held during the First Convention for a Territorial Approach to 
Development (Marseille, March 2007). 
 
Jean-Didier Hache briefed members on the relations with the European Parliament. A report on the 
Commission’s renewables “roadmap” was to be discussed shortly by the EP (rapporteur Mrs Thomsen). This 
report was to be disseminated in due course to the members of the Steering Committee, to allow them to 
make any suitable amendments. 
 


