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CONSEIL REGIONAL DES WESTERN ISLES 

COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR 

  

 
 

CONFERENCE DES REGIONS PERIPHERIQUES MARITIMES D’EUROPE
 

CONFERENCE OF PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS OF EUROPE 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF THE SEMINAR  
OF THE CPMR “ENERGY” WORKING GROUP 

“DOES EU LEGISLATION CONTRIBUTE POSITIVELY OR NOT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY POLICY IN PERIPHERAL MARITIME REGIONS?” 

21st/22nd February 2006 – Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, Western Isles 
 

 
Present (see list appended) 
 
The seminar was opened by Councillor Alec MacDonald, Convener of the Western Isles Region. 
 
Three points were discussed: 

1. Conflicts with EU environmental legislation; 
2. Problems of access to local and national electricity grids and to TEN-EN; 
3. State aids. 

 
The seminar determined the points in the legislation of EU policies which could usefully be changed and 
discussed the means of achieving this. 
 
 

1. Conflicts with EU environmental legislation 
 

Potential conflicts between the development of renewable energies and EU legislation were illustrated by 
two speakers with contradictory points of view – Mr. Martin Scott of the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds* and Mr. John Price of Lewis Wind Power*. Their papers were followed by a discussion chaired by Mr. 
Alasdair Morison, MSP, and also involving Mr. Alyn Smith, MEP. 
 
The conclusions were as follows: 
 
•  The designation of an often large territorial sector as a protected zone, in accordance with one or the 

other of the EU’s environmental laws, can create serious difficulties for the development of certain 
renewable energies in peripheral maritime regions.  

•  This is particularly true on islands, where the available space is naturally limited and where there can be 
strong disagreement over land use. 

•  The EU Directive on Birds imposes a number of particularly stringent constraints. It is emphasised that 
this Directive, which dates back to 1979, takes no account of economic, cultural or social parameters in 
the areas concerned (contrary to the Habitat Directive). 

•  EU legislation must establish a consistent framework, reconciling the imperatives as regards 
environmental protection with the absolute need for the development of renewable energies and 
compliance with the objectives of economic, social and territorial cohesion within the EU. 

•  It is, therefore, important that the EU’s environmental Directives are updated and uniformly take 
account of economic, social and cultural parameters in the territories to which they are applicable.  
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•  Likewise, environmental legislation must explicitly recognise the importance of the development of 
renewable energies in territories subject to severe or permanent geographical or demographic 
constraints that hinder their development or result in depopulation.   

 
2. Problems of access to local and national electricity grids and to TEN-EN 

 
The situation as regards access to the electricity grid was presented by Mr. Panos Coroyannakis, Manager of 
the ISLENET* network. This was followed by a discussion chaired by Councillor Archie Campbell. 
 
The conclusions were as follows: 
 

•  It is very obvious that the financial resources allocated by the EU within the framework of  TEN-
EN are totally inadequate to allow for the extension of the grid system to the outermost Regions, 
especially in the light of the very high demand to be met in the central Regions or in the 
countries of an Enlarged Europe. 

•  It should be noted that certain territories (especially the outermost regions) cannot, because of 
their geographical isolation, hope to benefit under the EU policy on TEN-EN and that there 
should be compensated for this in the form of adequate measures.  

•  Likewise, the reduction in the Structural Funds budget and the fact that many EU15 Regions will 
leave the Cohesion Objective will limit the possibilities of having recourse to these Funds. The 
use of resources made available by the European Investment Bank seems to merit greater 
consideration.  

•  Given this situation, the extension of the grid to the outermost Regions will fall mainly upon the 
Member States and the operators in the market. 

•  A more energetic interventionist tone to EU legislation is deemed essential if peripheral Regions 
are to access the grid in satisfactory conditions and, more especially, if operators are to be 
encouraged to invest in infrastructures whose construction has been hindered by questions of 
cost resulting from distance or by environmental considerations.  

•  It was noted that, in the United Kingdom, certain operators have attempted to apply a penalty 
for a drop in power in the transmission of electricity. This would adversely affect producer 
Regions located far from the main centres of energy consumption i.e. the peripheral Regions. A 
parliamentary question will be put before the Commission to check on the compliance of such a 
measure with Article 7.6 of Directive 2001/77/CE. 

•  It was emphasised that the problem of access to the grid was not limited to TEN level; it applied 
equally at a local level. There is therefore a need to encourage also the development of small 
production units operating on a decentralised basis. 

 
3. State Aids  

 
Jean-Didier Hache presented a paper on “Changes in Guidelines on Environmental State Aid”*, in which he 
referred to the recent Communication from the Commission on “The Support of Electricity from REN. 
COM(2005) 627, final draft”. This was followed by a discussion chaired by Angus MacNeil, MP, and also 
involving Councillor Angus Campbell. 
 
The conclusions were as follows: 
 

•  The Commission’s proposals on Guidelines for Environmental State Aid, which are to be 
discussed in 2006/2007, should be carefully monitored. 

•  Renewable energies must continue to benefit from a ceiling on advantageous aids (especially 
in underprivileged areas) and a flexible system of operating grants. 

•  Consideration must be given to the situation of territories subject to severe, permanent 
geographical or demographic constraints. 

•  It is noted that, in many respects, the views expressed by the Commission in its 
Communication entitled “The Support of Electricity from REN” reflect the concerns 
expressed in this seminar. The Communication should therefore be used as a basis for our 
approaches to EU authorities. 

 
* These papers were Power Point presentations which can be obtained from the CPMR. Please e-mail 
lejla.becirovic@crpm.org  
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