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- CONCLUSIONS - 

 
Foreword 
 
Some of the points raised during this seminar are general statements. 
Others have dealt with national issues in which the EU authorities have no power to act. 
Others are directly related to EU policies, and, it is in those areas that, obviously, the CPMR will have to act. 
 
General issues raised by the speakers 
 
Three points have been earmarked as being of key importance: 
 

• Circulating information, bearing in mind that it has to reach not just the specialists or the 
politicians, but also the small businesses and individual citizens at local level. Consequently, when 
promoting sustainable energy, it is crucial to adapt the level of intervention to the type of audience. 

• Promoting education on sustainable energy issues. This requires education from an early age 
(through the school system) but also by adding knowledge to the SMEs. Competence must also be 
built-up at every level. 

• Showing clear leadership for the development and implementation of sustainable energy policies at 
regional level. However, one must be aware that this can be limited, since regional authorities across 
Europe do not enjoy the same level of statutory power and responsibilities. 

 
Other points have been mentioned: 
 
- “Psychological factors” can often ensure the success of a sustainable energy policy in a region. It is 

essential to have a favourable media environment, and to put the media on our side at the earliest stage 
possible. 

- The various political parties must be lobbied, providing them with objective information adjusted to 
the different target groups. 

- Adopting a large degree of flexibility is necessary both at production and at consumer levels. 
- Increased self-sufficiency is mentioned during the debates as a prerequisite to a really effective 

sustainable energy policy, though one may question how this can be implemented in the framework of 
the large Single Market resting on the circulation of goods. 
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EU policies 
 
When approaching EU Energy policy, one must avoid a dogmatic attitude, and focus only on renewables.  
Whether one likes it or not, energy supply also includes nuclear and fossil fuels. Some traditional fuel 
sources, like coal, still have an important role to play. Given a high market price, the exploitation of oil in 
less accessible areas will be there for many years to come. There is not one single, universal solution. 
 

• The CPMR should support ambitious targets in the field of sustainable energy, since such targets 
are the best way to motivate industries. It should also urge the EU to play a leading role in the post 

Kyoto proposals.  
 

• The urgency of a response to the environmental threat is underlined. It is considered that 
subsidiarity is a necessity to ensure a rapid response at local level. The EU should also show a 

modicum of flexibility in achieving SE goals, especially in territories with special constraints (the 
example of the island of Gozo, where REN resources are limited, is illustrative).  

 

• Regarding the forthcoming REN Directive, special attention has to be paid to the building of 
electricity networks and to the conditions of access to the grid. The CPMR should ensure that the 
future Directive maintains the provisions which prohibit discrimination against peripheral and 
island areas in transmission charges for electricity produced from renewable sources. CPMR 
members should not hesitate to complain to the European Commission if they consider that 
discrimination is actually taking place in their area. 

 

• The primacy of REN developments, as a tool against global warming, over other secondary 
environmental concerns (such as bird protection) should be clearly asserted by EU legislation. 
Planning procedures should be simplified and shortened, and maximum time limits should be set. 
In that respect, the importance of REN as an instrument for better territorial cohesion, preventing 
population decline in remote areas must be emphasised. 

 

• It is regretted that the use of ERDEF is not allowed to promote sustainable energy in housing 
schemes, except in enlargement countries.  ERDEF legislation should evolve and make this possible. 
Structural Funds play a key role to promote sustainable energy projects, and attract industries in 
peripheral maritime regions. Concern is expressed at the possibility of Structural Funds being 
drastically cut down in the future. 

 

• Questions are raised about the pertinence of the biofuels option, especially with the biofuels of the 
first generation which are produced with crops (unlike the second generation, produced from 
agricultural waste, and the – still under research – third generation, from seaweed). The CPMR 
should work on the implication of biofuels, and on what they mean for peripheral maritime regions. 

 

• It is pointed out that some EU policies can be in direct contradiction with sustainable development. 
For example, incentives can be overlapping. A policy aiming to reduce urban waste could be, in the 
long term, adversely affecting the building of infrastructures to generate heat through waste. 
Supporting the development of tourism in Europe contrasts with the stated ambition to cut down 
CO2 emissions from aviation.   

 

• It is suggested that the EU should encourage local authorities with financial reward schemes, 
especially when they foster actions of cooperation. 
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R & D 
 

• The impetus provided by the Framework Programme should be better exploited ( see CREST 
recommendations) : 
http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=DOCS_PUBL&ACTION=D&DOC=1&CAT=DOCS&QUE
RY=1189152323430&RCN=8692&LAN=EN .The use of the Framework Programme with Structural 
Funds should be better coordinated. 

 

• One has to be aware that SMEs do not know the Framework Programme, or do not understand it, or 
have no time to deal with the bureaucracy involved.  They are also reluctant to have to cope with 
uncertain results. Consequently, the FP procedure should be simplified and accelerated. The FP 
assistance should include the element of risk for the SMEs involved. 

 

• It is underlined that to develop Renewable Energy technologies, one should first of all focus on the 
home market.  However, one must be aware that this option is not always available, since the home 
market may be fairly small in remote areas or areas with a low population density (the experiences 
of Jutland and N-E of England are markedly different from those of the Western Isles or Gozo. 

 

• Another important point lies in the capacity for a region to reconvert from one energy source to 
another, and to redevelop skills, expertise and R&D accordingly (experience of Aberdeen with 
North Sea Oil).  

 
Energy Agencies 
 

• Energy Agencies need to be developed. However, one must be aware that they often suffer from a 
lack of continuity, sometimes due to local political difficulties. 

 

• It appears that more substantial capital should be made available to Energy Agencies. 

 

 


