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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CPMR POLITICAL BUREAU 
26th OCTOBER 2006 (5 p.m. – 7 p.m.) – MURCIA (SPAIN) 

 

ELECTION OF THE CPMR POLITICAL BUREAU (5 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.) 

On a proposal from each national delegation and each Geographical Commission of the CPMR, the mandate 
of the CPMR Political Bureau was again renewed (cf. list of Bureau members enclosed). 

MEETING OF THE CPMR POLITICAL BUREAU (5 p.m. – 7 p.m.) 

1- Election of the President of the CPMR 

On a proposal from President Valcarcel Siso, Mr. Claudio Martini was re-elected President of the CPMR by 
applause. He thanked the Political Bureau for his election, which he saw as a mark of confidence. He 
indicated the two major issues for the next two years – the meeting of the Heads of State and Government 
and the success of the Green Paper on Maritime Policy. 

2- Election of Vice-Presidents  

Mr. Claudio Martini proposed to maintain the status quo, i.e. a Senior Vice-President and four Vice-
Presidents.  
The following were proposed by President Martini and elected: 

- Senior Vice-President: Mrs. Gunn Marit Helgesen (Telemark); 

- Vice-Presidents: Mrs. Giovanna Debono (Gozo); Mr. Xaralambos Kokkinos (South Aegean); Mrs. 
Kathleen Matheson (Highlands), Mr. Ramón Luis Valcarcel Siso (Murcia).  

3- Financial decisions: Adoption of the draft budget for 2007 and financial situation for the current year 

Mr. Jacques Boulau, Treasurer of the Administrative Council of the CPMR, reported on financial year 2006 
and presented the draft budget for 2007. 

The current year complies with previsions. 

With regard to the draft budget for 2007, he indicated that, in accordance with the decision taken at the 
General Assembly in Stavanger in 2004, the increase in subscriptions would be based on the European rate 
of inflation i.e. 2.48%. The draft budget for 2007 showed an increase of approximately 2% for personnel costs, 
operating costs and miscellaneous management costs. There would be a decrease in travelling expenses. 

It included an exceptional expense of € 5,000 to support the organisation of a seminar in the North Sea 
region. 
To implement the agreement signed with the UNDP, it was proposed to take € 120,000 from the reserve fund 
as an associative project. This condition would be valid for one year only. 

In all, the draft budget was balanced. 
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The draft budget for 2007 was passed by the Political Bureau with no opposition or remarks. 

4- Amendment to the CPMR Organisational Charter  

Mr. Xavier Gizard presented a proposal to amend Article 11, point 2.a. of the CPMR Organisational Charter, 
on funding. This amendment referred to the re-establishment of an optional ceiling on subscriptions for 
densely-populated Regions.  
The Political Bureau approved the request for an amendment. 

Mrs. Gunn Marit Helgesen (Telemark) indicated that the North Sea Commission supported the 
amendment. She drew the attention of the Political Bureau to the membership condition for the first level of 
infra-State administration. In certain cases, the second level may be relevant. She proposed that, for 
Germany, the second level of administration could also be a member of the CPMR and the North Sea 
Commission. 

Mr. Claudio Martini proposed to look into this matter and discuss it at the next Political Bureau in Florence 
in February 2007. 

5- Examination of the draft final declaration and draft resolutions 

Mr. Patrick Anvroin, head of the resolution summary group, presented the proposed amendments to the 
draft final declaration considered by the group. 

����. Four amendments were tabled regarding the draft final declaration: 

- on point 19 concerning agriculture by the Highlands; 
- on point 20 concerning competition by the Highlands; 

- on point 31 concerning governance by the British Regions; 

- on point 33 by Haute Normandie concerning the introduction of the Channel Arc concept. 

Mr. Claudio Martini agreed with the first three amendments and asked for a discussion of the fourth 
because the resolution summary group had not given any decision on it. 

Mr. Roy Perry (Hampshire) insisted that there should be a reference to the Arc Manche in the final 
declaration. He emphasised that the British Regions were very much in favour of this. 

Mr. Claudio Martini noted that there was no procedural objection and he proposed to accept this 
amendment. The Political Bureau approved his proposal. 

The amended draft final declaration was unanimously approved by the Political Bureau. 

����. Draft resolutions 

Mr. Patrick Anvroin presented the four drafts considered by the resolution summary group i.e.: 
- Draft resolution on maritime policy issues in the Baltic and North Sea Regions; 

- Draft resolution on the Northern Dimension policy for 2007 and beyond; 
- Draft resolution on fisheries referring to fishing grounds and protected areas; 

- Draft resolution on the Inter-Mediterranean Commission. 

The first three drafts were unanimously accepted by the Political Bureau. 
 
On the fourth draft, Mr. Patrick Anvroin indicated that the resolution summary group proposed to delete 
the words “in Lebanon” given that the consequences of the recent conflict in the Middle East do not only 
concern this country. He also referred to the difficulty of modifying a text that had already been approved 
by a Geographical Commission. 

Mrs Christel Liljeström and Gunn Marit Helgesen indicated their opposition to the mention of a single 
country only (Lebanon). 

Mr. Angelo Parello indicated that it was not possible to modify a text that had already been put to the vote 
but that it was possible to table a proposal to this end, on condition that it was voted on by the General 
Assembly. 

Mr. Claudio Martini took up the proposal made by Mr. Angelo Parello. 
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Mrs Josefina Moreno asked the Political Bureau whether the co-development discussed at the General 
Assembly of the Inter-Mediterranean Commission was mentioned in the draft final declaration or in any 
other text? 

6- Application for membership 

The application from the Helsinki region (Uusimaa, Finland) was approved by the Political Bureau. 

7- Next meetings of the Political Bureau 

- 16th February 2007 in Florence (Tuscany, Italy) 
- 8th June 2007 in Bialowieza (Podlaskie, Poland) 
 

Mrs. Bente Nielsen (Århus) informed the members of the Political Bureau that this would be the last time 
she would be involved in the work of the CPMR since she was leaving politics. She thanked the members of 
the Political Bureau and the General Secretariat. 
 
 
SCHEDULE 

• List of members of the new Political Bureau 
 


