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TOWARDS A GLOBAL EXPRESSION OF REGIONS 

35 years ago, Regions from all over the world, at the public administration level situated immediately below 
the State, participated little, if at all, in a life outside their own nation. 

Little by little, with the opening up of borders to economic activity, new communications technology 
and the movement of people; continental, sub-continental and global organisations have emerged in order to join 
with and make use of these movements for the benefit of the populations of which regional leaders have 
responsibility. Bilateral cooperations between regions of five continents also multiplied. 

Thus appeared networks of Regions: 

• The Northern Forum, grouping together the arctic regions from Alaska to Siberia; 

• The Zicosur, between central regions of Latin America; 

• The Codesul and the Crecenea on the east coast of Brazil and Argentina; 

• The international association of French speaking regions; 

• nrg4SD (Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development) incorporated 
at the Johannesburg summit on sustainable development; 

• IT4All, focusing on the information society; 

• The CPMR (Conference of Peripheral and Maritime Regions of Europe); 

• And many more besides… 

At the seminar held at Porta Delgada on 23 and 24 June 2006, at the invitation of Mr Carlos Manuel César, 
the President of the Regional Government of the Azores, 120 representatives of these Regions and networks 
could, for the first time, examine the role of Regions in globalisation which, at the start of the 21st century, is being 
accelerated. 

Under the patronage of the Director General of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and with the active 
participation of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) and the European Commission, the work and exchanges that transpired to at the time 
of the seminar have allowed the confirmation of, on one hand, the need for increased participation of Regional 
Authorities in development strategies implemented in the heart of the countries and continental transnational 
organisations, and on the other hand, the necessary commitment of the Regions alongside the global bodies 
responsible for an improved governance of globalisation. 

This is why the President of the CPMR, Claudio Martini, proposed at the end of the seminar 
that those responsible for the network of Regions will soon find themselves with the prospect of laying 
the foundations of a World Regions Organisation. In the same way he signed a cooperation framework agreement 
with the UNDP with a view to increasing the effectiveness of the contribution of the CPMR member regions 
to regional development strategies supported by the United Nations. 

These two guidelines act as a support to the first global forum on territorial development which will take place 
on the 5, 6 and 7 March 2007 in Marseille (France), at the invitation of the President of the Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur region, M. Michel Vauzelle, UNDP and the CPMR. 

 
Xavier GIZARD 

Secretary General of CRPM 



 

 

THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE NETWORK LEADERS 
 

Claudio MARTINI 
President of the Tuscany Region (Italy) 

President of CPMR 

“ Regionalisation represents an alternative to a sing le 
mandatory way of thinking ” 

“I would like to raise three issues to set the context 
for the discussion. An institutional concern first of all: 
in a world where everything is changing and taking 
on a global dimension, democracy, politics and institutions 
are not keeping pace. This skewing between economic 
and financial governance and political institutional 
governance is dangerous as it is preventing the Regions 
from taking on their full roles. This problem needs to be 
resolved both through a reform of the UNO 
and by pressure from the Regions. The second concern is 
the relationship between the global dimension 
and the regional dimension. There is today to some extent 
a counter balancing movement - the more we move 
towards a global scale, a standardisation of the world, 
the greater becomes the need for regional identities 
that promote and protect their specificities. And I believe 
that in a world in which differences are considered as being 
obstacles, the Regions demonstrate on the contrary 
that diversity and exchanges of experiences do deliver 
positive results. Regionalisation represents an alternative 
to a single mandatory way of thinking at the economic, 
financial and political level. The third focus is the need 
for cooperation to achieve quality growth, because 
no region has the capacity to resolve its difficulties 
on its own.” 

Alberto JIMENEZ DE ABERASTURI 
Network of Regional Governments  

for Sustainable Development (nrg4SD) 
 

“Faced with environmental world problems, the curre nt 
market system, monopolistic, is not working” 

 
“It is legitimate for the regional authorities to be involved 
in the solutions to environmental issues. I am in fact 
convinced that, faced with unavoidable world problems –
for instance climate change - the current market system, 
monopolistic or oligopolistic, is not working and is more 
likely to lead to a system of the polluter-payer 
than the reverse. I think that the solutions to these 
problems must be the subject of public policies based 
on reducing, recycling, reusing and reclamation of wastes. 
Regional authorities have a key role to play in this system 
because of their proximity to the citizen, the homogeneity 
of the information they possess at the regional level, 
their ability to negotiate - easier than for States - to grant 
offsets and to adapt systemic structural policies.” 

Gennadi OLEYNICK 
Councillor in the Federal Assembly 

of the Russian Federation 
Representative of the Northern Forum Presidency 

“The Northern Forum was set up in 1991 to enable 
the Regions around the Artic circle to work together to find 
the best solutions for their common problems. 

The members of the Northern Forum are working 
specifically, in accordance with the principles of sustainable 
development, on environmental protection projects 
and socio-cultural projects.” 

Juan Carlos ROMERO 
Governor of the Salta Province (Argentina) 

Representative of the Zicosur 
 

“Zicosur aims to enable the peripheral Regions of S outh 
America to compete with the Mercosur regions which include 
the major metropolitan areas of South America and i gnore 
the others” 

 
“Zicosur generates sustainable growth and has 
the capacity to change social situations marked by extreme 
inequality, so characteristic of South America. Zicosur aims 
to enable the peripheral regions of South America 
to compete with the Mercosur regions which include 
the major metropolitan areas of South America, and ignore 
the others. In counterbalancing this trend, we aim to work 
with other regional partners, notably in the European 
Union, in order to persuade national governments to bring 
the regional element onto their agendas. In Argentina, 
as in some European countries, getting regional voices 
heard is a permanent and long-haul challenge, because 
there is a real trend towards recentralisation, despite 
its federal structure. The application and development 
of appropriate public policies are the key instruments 
in countering the inequalities that arise with globalisation 
and ensuring that all countries can benefit, in a fair 
and equitable way, from the opportunities that it presents, 
because the problem for certain developing countries is not 
globalisation but their exclusion from it. With this objective, 
the regions must make every effort to reduce 
the differences and create a platform for the region 
than can enable synergies.” 

Alexandrina SOBREIRO DE MOURA 
President of the Associação Brasileira de Entidades 

Estaduais de Meio Ambiente ( ABEMA, Brazil) 

“ABEMA is a forum where matters relating to environmental 
standards are discussed between the Brazilian States. 
It acts in the formulation and application of environmental 
policies, fights to ensure that the Brazilian Federal State 
agrees to decentralise its environmental policy, and works 
to ensure that the environmental planning is effective at the 
level of each of the States, with regard to their own specific 
problems. At ABEMA, we have a range of valuable 
experiences that can be applied, at low cost and with much 
increased efficiency. It is however true that the situation 
is changing and that the Brazilian States have been able, 
for several years now, to make progress on environmental 
issues more independently of the Federal government. 
For instance the involvement in the nrg4sd network 
enables the members of ABEMA to cooperate with other 
countries without being chaperoned by the federal 
government.” 
 



 

 

ANALYSIS OF THE INSTITUTIONS AND THE EXPERTS 
 

José Manuel DURÃO BARROSO 
President of the European Commission 

“Faced with globalisation , no one can take up this challenge 
on his own, a partnership is needed ” 

“I would like to thank the CPMR and the Azores Region 
for the organisation of this occasion. I am extremely happy 
to be able to report that non European Regions are taking 
an interest in the European experience and want to learn 
the lessons and best practice. Globalisation has presented 
opportunities as well as raised new questions: ever-faster 
technological advances, an increasingly complex world 
economy, whilst demographic changes and immigration 
challenge us in economic and social terms. 
These challenges must be taken up in the context 
of sustainable development which protects traditions 
and heritages for our children. But no one can take up 
this challenge on his own; a partnership is needed. 
I am convinced that the divisions between the various 
levels of government are evermore artificial - Non-
Governmental Organisations (NGO), the European Union 
(EU), national and regional authorities all have roles to play 
in the definition and implementation of future initiatives. 
Without everyone’s involvement, these actions are doomed 
to failure. The role of the Regions is crucial, and this is why 
the European Commission is firmly committed 
to the principle of subsidiarity and an increasingly regional 
element within all European policies.” 

Koffi ANNAN 
Secretary General UNO 

 

“In the fight against the major world scourges of hunger, 
poverty and contagious diseases, everyone’s contribution 
matters. I call on the Regions to become effective partners 
in growth in helping the world to become safer and fairer.” 

Michel BARNIER 
Former European Commissioner 

and Former French Minister of Foreign Affairs 

“A continental organisation of the world is, in my opinion, 
an appropriate level for giving globalisation a mor e human 
and fairer dimension”  

“I am going to suggest a number of keys and routes 
towards a successful globalisation, from which we are still 
a very long way. Globalisation is a phenomenon 
that is at the same time recent, harsh and rapid, 
characterised by an increase in trade, in access 
to information, an explosion in human movements 
and ecological dangers, and which has been accelerating 
since 1989 and 1990 with the collapse of the old political 
world order. The question is not whether one 
is for or against globalisation, but in knowing what is 
and what is not on the negotiating table, and if you want 
to be there to control, regulate and humanise 
the globalisation process. This new context needs a new 
form of planetary governance, both economic 
and ecological, in which the Regions, civil society 
and NGOs all have their roles. A continental organisation 
of the world, is, in my opinion, an appropriate level 
for giving globalisation a more human and fairer dimension, 
because no country on its own has the capacity to get 
to the table with the major powers. It therefore seems to me 
very useful for the other continents to be encouraged 
to organise their lives in respect and sharing 
with the nations of that continent, as Europe has been able 
to do, whilst also insisting on increased democracy.” 

Salil SHETTY 
Director of the United Nations Millennium Campaign 

 
“I call on all Regions to increase their developmen t aid 
to 0.7% of GDP”  
 
“During the Millennium Summit of September 2000, 
89 governments made a firm commitment to achieve, 
by 2015, what we call the eight UN Millennium 
Development Goals1. These simple goals provide 
a conceptual reference framework; let’s see how 
the Regions can manage to achieve them. The first 7 goals 
enable developing countries to guarantee education 
and food, but the 8th goal – Develop a global partnership 
for development – is also essential. This is why I call on 
all Regions to increase their development aid to 0.7% 
of GDP, and to work together to ensure a real effect 
on national governments.” 

Christophe NUTTALL 
Director Hub for Innovative Partnerships - UNDP 

“It is possible to look at what happened at the Eur opean level, 
which resulted in the creation of the Committee 
of the Regions and the inclusion of interregional 
organisations such as the CPMR and to conceive of t his in the 
United Nations system”  

“A role for Regions in the emergence of new forms 
of governance is indisputable but needs a lot of work. 
Whilst civil society has, since the 1992 Rio Summit, gained 
a dominant place in the debate at an international level, 
the Regions are however still a long way from finding 
their place in this “new multilateralism”, despite the creation 
of certain world networks (nrg4sd for example) and certain 
bilateral agreements with some UN agencies. To ensure 
that Regions are involved upstream of intergovernmental 
negotiations and have an influence on the decisions made 
through international intergovernmental agreements, 
they must be given the status of intergovernmental 
organisations, giving them the right to sit at the negotiating 
table. For this I ask that the regions act for this to create 
a world organisation of Regions. It is possible to look 
at what happened at the European level, which resulted 
in the creation of the Committee of the Regions 
and the inclusion of interregional organisations 
such as the CPMR, and to conceive of this in the United 
Nations system. But the real value of this approach still has 
to be demonstrated on the ground through real actions 
by this new multilateralism, because some States 
are opposed to giving increased responsibilities 
to the regional and local levels. This is behind 
the agreement between the UNPD and the CPMR, 
where the CPMR acts as the spokesperson, 
as the amplifier for the relationship between the Regions 
and the UNPD.” 

                                                      
1 The eight Millennium Development Goals are: eradicate poverty and hunger, 
achieve universal primary education, promote gender equality and empower 
women, reduce child mortality, improve maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental sustainability and develop 
a global partnership for development.  



 

 
Eneko LANDABURU 

Director General for External Relations 
European Commission 

 
“Public policies are essential and must be a part 
of the response to globalisation”  

 
“Public policies are essential and must be a part 
of the response to globalisation. They play a part 
in increasing stability, democracy and prosperity. In the EU, 
European Regional Policy has enabled, enables and will 
continue to enable further support in the efforts 
of the Regions and their companies to adapt 
to globalisation by not only improving their competitiveness, 
their modernity and innovation, but also by acting 
as an instrument of solidarity. However, in my opinion, 
regional policy is not enough; Europe can only exist 
if it is generous, and it must possess the ability to provide 
responses to the threats posed by globalisation. 
This is why the common external policy of the EU – namely 
the neighbourhood policy – is also essential. The current 
policy, which is very ambitious, will be a key element 
in helping to create the conditions for security 
and prosperity. But there are nevertheless still certain 
areas of vulnerability, which require the implementation 
of two measures: significantly increased coordination 
in European economic and budgetary policies to ensure 
that the Euro becomes consolidated, on one hand, 
and the implementation of social and corporate fiscal 
harmonisation, on the other, because the European area 
must be more than just an area of competition.” 

Jean-Claude VAN CAUWENBERGHE 
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 

Council of Europe 

“Regionalisation is a counterweight to globalisatio n” 

“I would like to draw your attention to the up and down 
development of regionalism in Europe, and on the ongoing 
struggle of the CLRAE for the drawing up of a European 
Charter of Local Self-Government, i.e. a legal instrument 
that would define the minimum rights and obligations 
of the Regions, and provide a common core for European 
Regionalism. This is the angle from which I am currently 
drawing up a report on “The Evolution of Regionalisation 
in Europe”, the five fundamental ideas of which are: 
i) regionalisation is a factor for increased democratic 
involvement ii) regions have a legitimate role in governance 
through the implementation of policies; iii) there is 
an interdependence between the level of regional self-
government and the level of economic performance; 
iv) regionalism is an antidote to separatism, 
and v) regionalisation is a counterweight to globalisation.” 

Vincenzo SPIEZIA 
OECD 

“The Regions are players in national growth” 

“The study2 carried out by the OECD on regional policies 
and trends within the various OECD countries was aimed 
at understanding and comparing the various aspects 
of regional policies, at identifying best practices and making 
recommendations. This study was based around 3 core 
elements. First of all, starting from the observation 
that the Regions are players in national growth – national 
economic performances are generally achieved thanks 
to the performances of the sectors in the various Regions 
as a result of well defined policies – these growth vectors 
within the Regions need to be improved and stimulated. 
Next, there is a need for a better identification of the assets 

                                                      
2 « Regions at a Glance » - OECD 2005 

of the Regions in order to improve their use and through 
this the competitiveness of the Regions with regional 
benchmarking. Lastly, competition between Regions 
on the basis of the economic and human well-being 
of the regional populations to strengthen 
their competitiveness, because well-being is a factor 
in the attractiveness and therefore in regional 
competitiveness.” 

Hans MARTENS  
European Policy Centre 

“In facing the fear of globalisation, I want you to  look 
at your own economic and social models before conde mning 
globalisation!” 

“Globalisation is not a recent phenomenon, it is harsh 
and quick, which requires those affected to quickly adapt 
to its changes. In facing the fear of globalisation, I want you 
to look at your own economic and social models before 
condemning globalisation! Despite the weight of criticism, 
the Lisbon strategy is the right strategy for Europe; it just 
needs to be applied in a positive spirit. We must remember 
that Europe currently has an optimum work force 
that is going to decrease over the near future, thereby 
endangering our wealth, on the contrary to Asia which will 
become more economically powerful. In moving to action, 
it is therefore essential that the Regions set themselves 
clear objectives in terms of public initiatives.” 

François DESRENTES 
Director – Conference 

of Peripheral and Maritime Regions of Europe  
 

“We need to take the time to think about the concepts 
of sustainable development and integrated management 
for the coastal areas. The Regions are the performers, 
the facilitators with a shared need to move beyond 
their geographic milieus, to cooperate, and not to restrict 
themselves to a common market. The relative failure 
of national policies in promoting sustainable development 
and the lack of concrete policies at the international level 
on one hand, and, on the other, their proximity 
with the people, and the identification of the real problems 
at the local level, give the Regions a real legitimacy 
of action. But we also need to make sure we do not limit 
the concept of sustainable development simply 
to its environment elements – the social part 
is an absolutely essential part. The Millennium Goals could 
for instance provide the backbone for what we do. 
In achieving this we need to listen to each other, 
by improving our abilities to interpret information in order 
to make a better use of it and by developing a new model 
for social development based on an integrated approach. 
For this, we will need, sooner or later, to revise 
the governance and the interpretation of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea.” 

 
 



 

 

REGIONAL EXPERIENCES 
 

Carlos Manuel CESAR 
President of the Azores Regional Government (Portuga l) 

“Whilst one cannot be against globalisation, it is however 
right to fight for an ethical globalisation” 

“I offer my congratulations on the organisation 
of this seminar in the Azores, at the meeting place 
of the old and new worlds. The negative consequences 
of globalisation for our economies and cultures, whilst 
indisputable, hide the benefits of today’s better understood 
world, in which cooperation is easier and which can, united, 
much more effectively rise to meet the common challenges 
and problems. Globalisation is also an inevitable 
phenomenon. And I believe that, whilst one cannot be 
against globalisation, it is however right to want to define 
the rules of the game and to fight for an ethical 
globalisation that incorporates social justice, respect 
for human rights and the environment. For me, this ethical 
globalisation could be the catchphrase for this seminar, 
if we place the emphasis on action by the Regional 
authorities at the world level aimed at making the Region 
an agency for the sharing of the values of identity 
and plurality, with a more interdependent vision 
of governance.” 

Roy NIKISCH 
Governor of the Province of Chaco (Argentina) 

 
“ Regional integration must however not be limited 
to the formation of a common market !” 

 
“Chaco Province is becoming increasingly involved 
and active within Zicosur, the integration vector 
for the Regions in central South America, since 1984. 
Although the cooperation was initially aimed at developing 
foreign trade, its initiatives have since been developed 
within specific working groups meeting in a Governors’ 
forum. Regional integration must however not be limited 
to the formation of a common market! Economic trade must 
be a means for achieving results in terms of the quality 
of life for its citizens. Furthermore, only a real regional 
integration, taking into account the specificities of central-
eastern South America (namely the fact that South 
America, unlike Europe, has not experienced an industrial 
revolution and will therefore have to shift from 
its agricultural phase straight to the post-industrial phase), 
and respecting the Region’s natural resources, will allow 
the development of policies that will make progress 
and increased competitiveness possible. And in defining 
joint initiatives, it is essential that we strengthen Zicosur.” 

Ridha BOUARGOUB 
Deputy - Gouvernorat of Sousse (Tunisia) 

“Tunisia has defined as its foreign policy guideline 
an increased integration within its international 
environment, and its national policy is inseparable 
from its regional policy. This is why we want to see 
the Regions become an instrument of development 
and an instance for decentralised international cooperation. 
My Region has already signed many decentralised 
cooperation agreements, most notably with Tuscany. 
I believe that it is essential that we increase 
the involvement of civil society in the dynamic 
of the mechanisms and structures for decentralised 
cooperation, because this is increasingly important 
in contacts with international organisations.” 

Michel VAUZELLE 
President of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur  Region 

(France) 
 
“Faced with the challenge represented by globalisat ion, 
the role of politics can be restored to its full im portance”  

 
“I offer you the experience of how people in my Region feel 
in the face of globalisation. This feeling is one of general 
insecurity – insecurity about jobs, housing, health, food, 
the environment, their culture and self-sufficiency. The less 
secure members of the population, unprepared 
for the shockwave of globalisation, have effectively been 
crushed by this unforgiving phenomenon. But faced 
with the challenge represented by globalisation, the role 
of politics can be restored to its full importance.” 

Patricia Sylvia MUJICA 
Region of Antofagasta (Chile) 

“In the context of the work of Zicosur, Antofagasta Province 
is working within Zicosur specifically on the issue 
of Regional development, through trade relations, 
the physical integration of port and industrial development 
services, mining and educational services.” 

Javier MORALES FEBLES 
Government of the Canary Islands (Spain) 

“Our aim: that the neighbouring countries become as  wealthy 
as possible!” 

“The Outer Most Regions, one of which I come from, 
represent the crossroads between continents; they are key 
Regions in terms of international trade, but are surrounded 
by other countries in which the Human Development Index 
is particularly low. As a result they provide alarm indicators 
for the problems that could afflict the European continent. 
Confronted with these particular problems, it is vital 
that European funds and agreements take full account 
of the specifics of our situations. In terms of illegal 
immigration, from which we are bearing the full impact, 
specific initiatives need to be defined, with the aim 
of ensuring that the neighbouring countries become 
as wealthy as possible. I would therefore suggest the start 
of a network programme aimed at making our Regions 
into platforms for trade, to enable a reduction in transport 
costs for the neighbouring countries and in offering them 
opportunities. The actions implemented through the CPMR 
can be constructive in creating a forum for meetings, 
for identifying resources and finding solutions. In short, 
the EU must not miss out on what the Most Remote 
Regions offer for the construction of Europe because whilst 
they are undoubtedly a source of problems, they are also 
an undoubted source of resources!” 

Kathy POLLARD 
East of England Regional Assembly (United Kingdom) 

“My Region is England’s number 3 economic Region. 
Its achievements could be even better if part 
of its population was not snatched by the economy 
of the London region. The Region however has an aging 
population which is moving towards the coast, as well 
as a strongly anti-European attitude. There are also many 
challenges for the upcoming years in terms of housing 
and water resource management. Finally, the Region 
is particularly committed to working in support of Small 
and Medium Enterprises: it encourages these to work 
with development agencies to equip them for success 
in global trade.” 



 

 

Yves MORVAN 
Member of the Scientific Council for Spatial 

Planning (France) 
 

“Whilst the French Regions were initially a means 
by which the French State extended its policies throughout 
France, economic globalisation and the rise 
of new information and communication technologies, 
by reordering the distribution of activities and bringing 
an end to the traditional “geography of costs” model, 
gradually replaced by a “geography of skills”, have worked 
in their favour. French Regions are involved 
in globalisation through the intangible investments within 
the Regions and with the distribution of information, 
by organising the relationships between the players 
and the organisers of competition, and by developing 
their own internationalisation practices. Nevertheless, 
the choices made by each Region mean that there are 
differences in their experiences of globalisation. 
In the current situation, the lack of a clear definition 
of the powers of the Regions and the absence 
of a hierarchy between local authorities has resulted 
in a serious degree of uncertainty about the respective 
roles of each of them. There are three development 
options for the role of Regions in France: State 
supervision, self-government or contractualisation.” 

José Ignacio SÁNCHEZ AMOR 
Vice-President of the Extremadura  Region (Spain) 

“My Region has had a self-governing community status 
since 1983. It started with a growth handicap 
but the Regional authorities have managed to reverse 
the trend and initiated the modernisation that was needed, 
drawing notably on the natural assets and heritage 
of the Region. As Spain is a Federal State in all but name, 
the Regions have a wide degree of autonomy 
and the financial resources that give them tremendous 
freedom of political action. The key objective of the policy 
implemented has been to secure the level of rural 
population and the economic activities in the territory, 
and to develop appropriate policies to prevent 
a polarisation of wealth. New information 
and communication technologies have also played a key 
role in ensuring the modernisation of my Region.” 

Christian GUYONVARC’H 
Vice-President of the Bretagne  Region (France) 

“An integrated maritime policy in Europe should be 
a means of taking up the economic, social 
and environmental challenges of globalisation. The EU 
Green Paper on future maritime policy, published in June 
2006 by the European Commission and open for debate, 
covers almost all of the issues involved 
in the implementation of an integrated maritime policy. 
It does however look at the integrated maritime policy 
from a specifically economic angle, and very little emphasis 
is given to the role of the Regions as territorial authorities - 
there is nothing explicit concerning the type of governance 
that would work best. In short the Green Paper responded 
perfectly to the goal set for it, that is creating the platform 
for a wide ranging public debate on the need 
for an integrated maritime policy in Europe, both through 
the highly relevant questions it refers to and those it does 
not.” 

Manuel REVUELTA PÉREZ  
Director General of the Valencia Region Office 

in Brussels (Spain)  

“Our Region has led many projects in recent years in terms 
of bringing together civil society, the environment 
and renewable energies. We have also done a great deal 
in adapting our Region for the new conditions that will 
prevail for the period of the programming of the structural 
funds and other European programmes as of 2007. 
In this regard, the Region’s Brussels office has been 
a valuable tool, which opened in 2003 to civil society 
(towns, companies, universities) with the setting up 
of the “Fundación Comunidad Valenciana”. In liaison 
with the offices of other Spanish Regions and Spain’s 
Permanent Representative to the EU, it has been involved 
in working groups of the EU Council of Ministers, 
with the benefits of subsidiarity and achieving extremely 
positive results.” 

Claudio MARTINI 
President of the Tuscany Region (Italy) 

President of CPMR  
 

“The issue of the effectiveness of the work of regi onal 
government is essential because we will gain every time 
that we have positive and quality experiences which  offer 
effective responses for our citizens, and we will l ose every 
time that they acquire some powers and then fail to  oversee 
these in a convincing manner” 
 

“Is there experience of governance within the European 
Regions? Yes and no! On one hand, the extreme diversity 
of the regional situations in Europe is a problem; especially 
whilst the prerogatives of the regions in Europe remain 
to be fully defined, their place within the institutional 
and political structure of the continent will remain slightly 
nebulous. However, on the other hand, I am convinced 
that European experience does exist, even though 
embryonic, because there are many common elements 
to the work of all regions: the need for a new governance 
which is not limited to the national or intergovernmental 
level, but which raises the issue of the extension 
of democracy and governance; the experience 
of the CPMR is the most advanced example. 
This demand for new governance leads me to offer four 
observations: i) The European Constitutional Treaty 
contains real advances in terms of the direct involvement 
of the Regions in European political life. It is very difficult 
to image an active involvement of the regions 
if the situation remains deadlocked; ii) The involvement 
of some regions in the definition of a national position – 
by means of the inclusion in the national delegation 
attending the European Council of Ministers – is not just 
an honour but is also a tremendous responsibility which 
raises a question of the quality of regional dialogue; 
iii) The experience of the regions working together through 
partnerships and cooperation is a key element in ensuring 
that they have a role in the life of Europe; iv) Because 
the strength of a region is derived from its relationship 
with its territory and civil society, the relationship between 
the region and other more local levels is crucial. 
It is essential to find the optimum institutional balance. 
I also believe that the issue of the effectiveness of the work 
of regional government is essential, because we will gain 
every time that we have positive and quality experiences 
which offer effective responses for our citizens, and we will 
lose every time that they acquire some powers and then fail 
to oversee these in a convincing manner. Democracy is not 
just about rules, it is also about results, and democracy 
increases with results.” 
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