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INTRODUCTION  
 
Xavier Gizard, Secretary General of the CPMR, set the seminar in the current EU context: 
 
- budget negotiations: the Commission’s is proposing a 159% increase for the European Research Area for 
the forthcoming 2007-2013 programming period. The European Parliament report is calling for the budget to 
be at least doubled; 
 
- the need, during the forthcoming period, for better coordination at regional level between programming 
and implementation of the ERDF and the Seventh Research and Development Framework Programme (FP7); 
  
- research and the territorial cooperation objective: innovation is one of the priority themes under the future 
Objective 3 of the Structural Funds, and more thought needs to be given to the transnational coordination 
aspects of ERDF/programme/research projects.  
 
- FP7 thematic priorities: the CPMR’s priorities in the field of marine research need to be asserted. 
 
He was please that the President of the European Commission has become aware about the important role 
regions have to play in achieving the Lisbon objectives. 
 
 
SESSION I: The regional dimension of the European Research Area and FP7  
 
Christian Saublens, Director of EURADA, presented the position of the regions and regional development 
agencies. They are provided in detail in the seminar’s final recommendations, and summed up in a 
slideshow (both documents are attached to this summary overview of proceedings). The recommendations 
focus on both what the partners expect from EU support instruments, and the policies which the regions 
could develop in their areas.  
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Achilleas Mitsos, Director General of DG Research, presented the European Commission’s analysis of the 
situation. Since the seminar in Valencia in 2001, research issues have taken on more importance at EU level 
and have become the number one priority. The role of the regions in this area remains to be specified.  
He stressed that research is a shared competence between the EU and the Member States.  
He presented the main points of the European Commission’s proposal for FP7, which was published on 7 
April 2005. It is in line with the previous programme, but there are two main policy shifts entailing: 

- a bigger role for industry, notably through industrial platforms, 
- simplification/rationalisation of procedures. 

 
He mentioned the creation of the European Research Council, for which excellence will be the only 
membership criteria. 
 
As for the regional dimension of FP7, the Regions of Knowledge programme will be developed in order to 
create a network of regional clusters involving regional authorities, universities and industry, and to 
promote regional research strategies. He asked for the CPMR’s help in determining this programme’s 
operational rules.  
 
There is a real need for coordination between research programmes and the Structural Funds, but it should 
not be forgotten that: 

- research programmes do not have to have a cohesion dimension; 
- regional programmes (ERDF) must take account of the Lisbon strategy, and this is the responsibility 

of the Member States and the regions. The Structural Funds must concern themselves more with the 
future of research in Europe.  

 
Pia Locatelli, Member of the European Parliament, presented the conclusions of the FP7 report she has 
prepared, which the European Parliament has just approved. The European Research Area will not to able to 
support efforts to achieve the Lisbon objectives if the EU budget is restricted to 1% of Gross National 
Product. Bearing in mind the new areas covered, such as space and security issues, the budget would still be 
insufficient even if it were doubled.  
Europe is lagging behind in the applied research field. The European Research Council is a necessity, and 
the regions have a role to play in it. Some key points should be emphasised: 

- we need far more researchers – 700,000 more by the year 2010 – and efforts are needed to promote 
their mobility and harmonisation of career structures; 

- there is a need to promote women in research; 
- young people should be encouraged to pursue scientific careers, and the regions have a role to play 

here; 
- technology transfer, especially towards SMEs, should be encouraged. 

While the European Parliament’s report does not mention the role of the regions, this is because it takes it 
for granted that they have a role to play at all levels of decision-making and delivery.  
 
 
SESSION II: What place for research in regional policy after 2006? 
 

Jesus T. Pastor, Director General in charge of Research and Technology Transfer, Comunidad Valenciana 
(E), made a presentation on his region’s economy: 63% of activities are in services sectors, and 24% in 
manufacturing (presentation may be obtained on request). The education and research system comprises: 

- 7 universities catering for 145,000 students, 

- 32 university research institutes, 10 research centres coming under the responsibility of the National 
Research and Science Council, and 7 public research centres, 

- 15 technology institutes, 4 European Enterprise and Innovation Centres and an Innovation Relay Centre for 
the Spanish Mediterranean area. 

6% of the regional budget (632 million euros) went to RD&I in 2003, and 26,6% of the region’s subsidies from 
the European Structural Funds are devoted to R&D. 

In 2004, the regional government created a new ministry for knowledge and the Lisbon strategy, which is 
involved in three European projects, including Interreg and ERA-Net. 

The region’s priorities are: 

- to enhance cooperation between universities and companies and to simplify funds for SMEs, 
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- to establish a clear link between regional funds, Framework Programme grants and European Investment 
Bank money, 

- to support thematic regional platforms and their access to European networks.  

 

Having presented his region’s policy on research (presentation may be obtained on request), Roland 
Andersson, President of Västra-Götaland (S), outlined some recommendations on how to tailor the 
Framework Programme to regional situations, including those of smaller regions. Bearing in mind the need 
to promote sustainable development, the regions should try to ensure that the concerns of different 
stakeholders (public, private, etc.) are dealt with.  

Due to the efforts of the University of Gothenburg and Chalmers Technology University, Västra-Götaland is 
involved in several FP6 projects. 

Mobility programmes and access to broadband communication technologies will be determining factors  in 
efforts to achieve excellence. 

 

Salvador Barbera Sandez, Secretary General for Scientific Policy at the Spanish Ministry of Science and 
Education, presented the Spanish situation with regard to the regional dimension of R&D policies 
(presentation may be obtained on request). Spain’s political and administrative organisation, with its 17 
autonomous regions, necessitates constant cooperation and coordination between the central and regional 
levels. The regions notably have responsibility for universities. The central government has a role in 
providing training, whereas the major part of employment policies come under the responsibility of the 
regions. This situation gives rise to both some advantages (preservation of identities, emulation, stability, 
etc.) and some difficulties and perils (scattering of efforts to access funds, competition to have the best 
initiatives, etc.). 

A national plan identifies priorities and the means for achieving them. The regions are involved in preparing 
it under the aegis of a General Council and sectoral conferences. Mr Barbera cited the example of a 
regionalised policy in the human resources field, entitled the I3 programme. 

Regarding Spain’s efforts to attract or keep the best possible researchers, a conclusive experiment called 
ICREA was run in Catalonia. It permitted the recruitment of 90 researchers of all nationalities, half of whom 
were Spanish, for a two and a half-year period. It should be possible to organise elsewhere, in order to meet 
the major challenge posed by the lack of mobility.  

Constant efforts to promote regionalised policies make it possible to promote the values of excellence and 
universality. They promote emulation, diversity and mutual comprehension.  

 
  Christina Tallberg, Member of the Committee of the Regions (CoR), presented the Committee’s views, 

which are notably expressed in an opinion made further to the publication of the European Commission’s 
proposal of June 2004 (presentation may be obtained on request). The CoR believes that FP7 must provide 
for arrangements to enable “convergence regions” to participate fully in the European Research Area and to 
benefit from it.  
 
The CoR fully supports the proposal to double the research budget for the 2007-2013 period. This budget is 
needed for the development of interregional and transnational cooperation. On this matter, the continuation 
of the ERA-Net programme under ERA-Net+ constitutes progress. 
 
Excellence does not depend on size. Even small institutions generate world-class knowledge in key sectors. 
In this spirit, the European Research Council should work in close contact with European regions.  
 
The CoR supports the inclusion of a Science and Society budget line in FP7, to ensure that, besides 
immediate economic issues, there is a focus on cultural and societal needs. 
 
 
SESSION III: The challenges of establishing a joined-up research and regional policy 
 
Silvano Bertini, Head of the Economic Development Policy Department, Emilia Romagna (I), said that his 
region has refocused its regional ERDF programme so that more than 50% of it goes to research and 
technology transfer (presentation may be obtained on request). The objectives are to: 

- support the development of manufacturing clusters to enhance the knowledge dimension; 
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- create new intensive knowledge-based clusters; 
- develop a regional community focusing on these issues. 

 
The regions’ contribution to the Lisbon strategy should not be limited to optimising dissemination of 
research results, notably to SMEs. They should also increase the productivity of research by promoting faster 
development of clusters and by encouraging collaboration between stakeholders.  
 
Thilo Streit, Head of the Research and Technology Unit, Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (D), outlined his region’s needs in the research field (presentation may be 
obtained on request). 
 
There are major challenges due to economic difficulties and unemployment. Since 1994 there has been a 
regional strategy to transform the regional economy, based on research to promote job creation. It focuses on 
the organisation of research, greater exploitation of the results and education policy.  
 
In the framework of the European Research Area, the region should develop three types of activity: 

- cooperation of productive “niche areas” with European partners; 
- exploitation of regional research at European level; 
- exchange of experience and pilot projects on forward-planning and commercialisation of research 

results, notably in relation to the new EU Member States.  
 

Dimitri Corpakis, Head of Sector on Regional Aspects of Research Policy, DG Research, European 
Commission, spoke about the synergy and complementarity between EU research and regional development 
policies (see attached slideshow of this presentation). 
 
The Framework Programme is not a cohesion instrument, but neither does it act against cohesion. The 
programming and implementation cycles are different. Cohesion policy will be developed in a more 
strategic manner over the forthcoming period and will focus on EU policies, national strategies and the 
implementation of regional and thematic operational programmes.  
 
Improving complementarity is fundamentally a task for the national and regional authorities responsible for 
implementing policies. As such, the Operational Programmes will have a vital role to play in helping 
territories make progress towards the knowledge economy, and in developing RD&I capacity at regional 
level.  
 
The Finnish regional technology policy illustrates these principles.  
 
FP7 will play a role in the networking of Regions of Knowledge, the training of policy-makers at regional 
level and the twinning of R&D schemes for the benefit of convergence regions.  
 
The Structural Funds will stimulate investment in research, foster the development of an innovation culture 
and support the transition to a knowledge-based economy.  
 
It will in future be important to make national and regional policy-makers more aware about these 
principles.  
 
Conclusions by Christian Saublens, Director of EURADA, and Patrick Anvroin, 
Director at the CPMR 
 
The participants were invited, if they wished, to propose modifications to the final recommendations to the 
proposals included in their seminar packs. They were asked to submit comments to either EURADA or the 
CPMR in the days following the seminar. 
 
One month after the seminar, no requests for modifications have been received by either of the two organisations. The 
attached recommendations are therefore considered to be definitively approved.  
 
The European Commission’s Research Directorate-General largely contributed to the success of this seminar, 
thanks to the clarity of its presentations and the availability of Messrs Mitsos and Corpakis. 
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EURADA and the CPMR have agreed to continue their joint reflection on the regional dimension of research 
and innovation policies, particularly concerning the balance that needs to be established between the notions 
of (world-class) excellence and the requirements for territorial cohesion and solidarity. 
 
The regions must focus their efforts on acquiring support for research and technology development (RTD) 
under projects and programmes co-financed by the Structural Funds, rather than counting on the 
regionalisation of FP7 activities. To achieve this objective, it was proposed that DG Research and/or DG 
Regio services should help the regions in their efforts, notably by: 
a) facilitating efforts to improve regions’ understanding about RTD issues; 
b) encouraging efforts to exploit and popularise pilot concepts developed in the recent past (foresight blue 

print, regional profile, benchmarking, etc.); 
c) contributing to the joint drafting of guidelines for the efficient use of the Structural Funds. The guidelines 

must tackle issues concerned with RTD infrastructure, support for research programmes, technology 
transfer, technology clusters, human resources and the application of economic intelligence at territorial 
level. DG Research should also be explicit about what tools and means the regions need to mobilise in 
order to achieve the objective of devoting 3% of the EU’s GDP to RTD activities. In the future ERDF 
Regulation, it would be useful to reintroduce the notion of innovative actions specifically focused on this 
objective or to ensure that a substantial part of the interregional cooperation budget is devoted to it.  

d) encouraging, via appropriate means, the transfer of RTD programme results generated in so-called Regions 
of Excellence to regions which still have a large manufacturing base, even if it is not based on RTD 
excellence.  

 
The next Regions of Knowledge programme should have the following objectives: 

1. to increase regions’ capacity to generate knowledge; 
2. to transform knowledge generated by RTD projects into marketable products and services; 
3. to ensure that financial resources devoted to RTD provide a return on investment, both for companies 

and for regions; 
4. to involve the regions in nodes of excellence. 

 
Lastly, it was urged that the guidelines on state aid for RTD should be reformed. 
 
Each organisation will furthermore continue with its own action, notably during the co-decision process 
prior to the definitive adoption of FP7. For its part, the CPMR will mobilise to ensure that marine research is 
fully present in the thematic priorities. This will contribute to efforts at EU level, coordinated by 
Commissioner Joe Borg, aiming to exploit the European continent’s maritime dimension in the interest if the 
economy and employment and in line with the Lisbon and Gothenburg objectives.  
  


