


Introduction:

CPMR: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe is an
Organisation founded in 1973 as an initiative of the Region of Brittany, at the
same time as United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark joined the European
Community. Within CPMR limits is included the 68% of the European population
(around 170 million people).

Its main objective is to boost the interregional cooperation in all its forms with
regard to a diverse range of issues (cohesion, governance, maritime issues,
transport and sustainable development) and campaigns for the EU to introduce
Community instruments designed to improve Peripheral Regions.

This organization includes more than 150 regions from 26 States, both
members and non-.member of the EU, all located in one of Europe’s main seas
basins.

Its main aims are to:

Exploit the common assets of the regions and help to enhance Europe’s
maritime dimension.

Create awareness among the European authorities of the need to tackle
major disparities in competitiveness between the central part of Europe
and its peripheries.

Ensure greater involvement of the regional level in European integration.

CPMR has the status of association. Its financial resources are based on dues
paid by its member regions as a way to ensure its independence.

Peripheral maritime regions, which often have an exceptional natural heritage,
understand the extent to which it is difficult to both exploit and respect it.

This is why they are perhaps more sensitive to the notion of sustainable
development than others.

Development must respond to current needs without compromising the
possibility for future generations to enjoy growth. It must also combine
economic, social and environmental imperatives.

This is a major issue for CPMR regions because:

Regional government combines representation of a territory with a set
of competences, which makes it a key player in sustainable
development,
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They share common problems: an abundant but fragile heritage,
conflicts between users (notably between conservationists and users,
with the latter including shipping companies, tourism enterprises and
fishermen), and specific threats linked to the consequences of climate
change.

CPMR, “Sustainable Development” has formed within its work line a new
working group on Energy as an essential aspect for the future of Peripheral
Regions. Renewable energies and energy efficiency are major issues in this
context.

During a Conference held in Stavanger on September 2004, a great interest in
energy from the Regions was confirmed by the CPMR. In January 2005, as an
outcome of a meeting held in Santiago de Compostela (Galicia), the Political
Board of CPMR decided to constitute a Work Group in Energy.

The Region of Navarre requested the presidency of this group based on its
background and experience implementing successfully renewable energies,
being a solid reference in this field at the European level.

There was a meeting on 5 April 2005, attended by 12 regions to decide the
mainlines, priority work areas for the group and the group structure. It was also
decided which Regions would take part in the Steering Committee.

These mainline, that guided the group's work in this first stage, are the following
ones:

An all-embracing approach to the energy issue

The participants considered that the group’s action should not be limited
just to the issue of electric power generation or even energy production,
but deal more generally with the balance of energy. In this respect, it was
necessary to look at energy consumption and pay special attention to
measures related to energy efficiency (e.g. use of heat in buildings).

Energy and market

For some, the important issue was to determine how a region with a
huge energy potential but in a very peripheral location could manage to
export its production to centres of consumption (e.g. Norway).

For others, the major concern was to determine how a region that had
significant technological know-how could make sure that technological
innovations were oriented to get the most benefit from the market
(Noord-Nederland).
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A balance needed to be set between these two approaches, which
required exchanges of different types of experiences.

Governance

The participants underlined the importance of governance in their work:
Who decides what, and at which level?

By replying to this question, areas of decision could be defined on the
basis of which strategic influence could be exercised with optimum
effectiveness.

Moreover, promoting good governance meant finding the right
compromise between contradicting needs, and satisfactorily managing
conflicts that could arise in a region when the issue of developing power
generation comes up against various forms of opposition.

Main objectives of this Energy Working Group are to:

share best practices related to “Energy Governance” across CPMR’s
regions to understand, learn from each other and try to apply some of
others achievements.

Specifically how to combine environmental, social, economics and
cultural aspects

To provide the European Union with the point of view of the peripheral
and maritime Regions in energy issues, so it can be taken into account
by the regulations.

The group's work would be based on Workshops, and the first work stage would
close with a Conference in Navarre where the conclusions from the Workshops
would be one of the points in the programme.

The Conference in Navarre was programmed, after some changes, on the 5™
and 6™ of October 2006.

The objective of this Report is to inform about the 'eligible’ activities carried out
and the results achieved through them.

If necessary, as in this introduction, we will refer to 'non eligible' actions for
being out of the project timeframe presented to IEE.
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Objectives of the action

This project's objective is the organization of an event in Pamplona dealing with
the central issues that the Group on Energy worked on from its beginning.

The Conference in Pamplona summarized the Group's advance on one hand
and, on the other hand, dealt with issues that are the most relevant in energy
aspects for the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions.

The objectives pursued with this work are the following ones:

To exchange experiences and best practices between CPMR member
regions regarding the following issues:

- To get the most economic benefit from the development of
renewable energies in its territory.

- To develop market-oriented innovations.

-  To overcome economic, social and environmental limitations to
their implementation.

- To influence the demand for energy.

- To guarantee the energy supply regarding the internal market,
competitiveness and environmental protection.

To defend the interests of the Peripheral Maritime Regions:

- To make suggestions to the EU in order to help development the
potential of the peripheral maritime regions regarding renewables.

- To contribute towards the EU’s energy objectives.

To get different actors of the world of energy into contact (authorities,
businessmen, consultants, training centres...) to facilitate contact and
business between them.

To detect future challenges in the field of energy generation, regulation
and technological innovations.

We consider that the objectives aimed at in points 1, 2 and 4 have been mainly
achieved, as we will see below, whereas the degree of achievement of objective
3 stays under the before mentioned ones.

We must say that a very positive consequence of this Project has been the
consolidation of the Group on Energy of the CPMR, that continues with its
activities beyond the ending of the Project 'Energy for the Periphery'.
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Achieved results

Result 1: Holding of Enerqgy for the Periphery Conference.

The most evident result is the carrying out of the Event for which the project
was ordered, in Navarre, on the 5 and 6™ of October 2006.

There were 95 people attending this Conference (including lecturers and
delegates) from 10 countries and 21 European Regions:

Estonia: Regions of Hilumaa and Saaremaa
France: Regions of Corsica and Brittany
Italy: Sicily, Basilicata and Tuscany

Norway

The Netherlands: North Netherlands
Portugal: Azores

Romania: Constanta

Spain: Navarre, the Principality of Asturias, Basque Country, Canary
Islands

Sweden: Gotland and Narrbotten

United Kingdom: Somerset, Cornwall, Western Isles, Orkney Islands,
Aberdeenshire.

A 70% of the delegates belong to regional institutions of the before mentioned
countries.

Another 8% of delegates and lecturers belong to companies located in Navarre
that sponsorize this Conference.

A very important part of the event was the visits organized to different
installations of renewable energy generation: Solar Photovoltaic orchard, Wind
Farm, Biomass plant and Bio-diesel plant as well as two Renewable Centres,
one of them focused on research and development (CENER) and, the other,
dealing with technical training (CENIFER).

These visits allowed the delegates to realize, first-hand, the development of
renewable energies in the Region of Navarre.
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Conference delegates visit to a Photovoltaic production
Plant located in Castejon, Navarra.

Wind Farm in lzco, at 25 km from Pamplona. 55
wind turbines installed of 660 Kw. Total installed
potency is 33 Mw

CENER is a research and development renewable
energies Centre at a national level.

CENIFER is a national level Centre focused on
technical training on Renewable Energies.
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1.1 Results of Satisfaction Survey:

Regarding the Event, the level of satisfaction of the delegates is very
high.

We can say that the reception of the work papers and their translation
was valued as satisfactory.

Logistics and simultaneous interpreting to French and English were also
marked between excellent and good.

The length of the Event was considered appropriate.

The quality of the lectures and debates were valued between interesting
and very interesting, fifty-fifty.

The only aspect regarded as improvable is the time given for debates
that, in 40% of the replies was considered insufficient.
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5 O Appropiate
4 O Insufficient
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The place reserved to the Duration of the seminary
debates was
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1.2 Members of the European Parliament who attended

We should also highlight as an important outcome the presence of three
members of the European Parliament, including Mr. Vidal-Quadras, Vice-
Chairman of the European Parliament and Member of the Industry, Research
and Energy Committee. We believe that to get three European Parliamentarians
involved in the issues that concern the Group on Energy of the CPMR was a
great achievement.

1.3 Mr. Andris Piebalgs, Energy Comissioner, participation.

We must remark that the Energy Commissioner, Mr. Andris Piebalgs sent a
videotape to greet and in recognition of the work done for the CPMR in general
and the Group on Energy in particular.
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1.4 Conclusions of the “Energy for the Periphery” Conference Document.

The most important Conclusions are the following:

Regional authorities should be consider as fully-fledged partners in EU
policy

The renewable energy resources of the maritime periphery, through their
economic and social potential (especially in the field of employment)
constitute a remarkable opportunity both in terms of helping to meet the
objectives set out in the Green Paper, as well as redressing territorial
imbalances within the EU including in the most isolated, remote or
sparsely populated territories

The territorial dimension must be considered as an integral part of EU
energy policy

The regions of Europe can contribute to future growth, welfare and
solidarity within and between the European member states as well as to
rest of the world.

Result 2: CPMR's recommendations to Green Paper on a European Strateqy
for Sustainable, Competitive and Secure Enerqy

As a very important outcome, we should mention the edition of paper 'CPMR’s
Response to Green Paper on a European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive
and Secure Energy’. This document impacts directly into the objectives of EIE
Programme.

This eleven pages document considers this Green Paper “as a positive
contribution to ensure a better security of energy supply to all Europe, to foster
a reduction of CO, emissions and combat global warming, and to contribute to
Europe’s leadership in the field of sustainable development”.

This document was written as an outcome of the work carried out in Truro,
Stornoway and Leeuwarden workshops, as well as in the Conference held in
Pamplona. The CPRM General Assembly, held in Murcia, Spain, approved this
document on 27 October.
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The priorities gathered in this paper concerning peripheral and maritime
Regions related to strategy for sustainable, competitive and secure energy are
the following ones:

Energy for growth and jobs in Europe: completing the internal European
Electricity and gas markets.

An Internal Energy Market that guarantees security of supply: solidarity
between Member States.

Tackle security and competitiveness of energy supply: towards a more
sustainable, efficient and diverse energy mix.

An integrated approach to tackle climatic change.
Encouraging innovation: a strategic European energy technology plan.

Result 3: Meeting with Mr. Andris Piebalgs, Energy Commissioner

After some changes due to agenda, the meeting will take place on 10 May at
14.00 in Brussels.

The Presidents of the Regions of Navarre and Tuscany, as well as other
members of the Group of Energy will attend to this meeting.

Some of the questions to discuss with Mr. Piebalgs are:

Does the Commission intends to put special emphasis upon the
development of marine-based renewable energies (offshore wind farms,
wave power, etc.)? What are its plans in that direction?

Developing renewable energy in the maritime periphery of Europe
requires satisfactory access to the grid, and increasing network capacity
to export this production. Considering that funding for electricity
TransEuropean Network has so far been insufficient, what are the
prospects for the development of TEN in these regions in the future ?
What initiative does the Commission intends to take in that respect,
bearing in mind that a decentralised production of renewable energy will
contribute strongly to the aims of energy sustainability and security
advocated in the Green Paper?

Road traffic is an important source of CO2 emissions. What policies does
the EU plan to implement to actively promote the modal shift from road
transport to sea transport through the introduction of motorways of the
sea?
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Very remote EU areas (islands, sparsely-populated territories ) often pay
an excessive cost for fuel because of their isolation and market-size
limitations with regards to fuel distribution. This cannot necessarily be
alleviated by the use of renewable energies (e.g: the cost of petrol for
cars). However, this situation, which leads to economic, social and
territorial inequalities, could be remedied by applying a lower rate of
taxation, but his is presently prohibited by EU legislation. Would the
Commission be prepared to consider a degree of flexibility in Community
legislation, so that Member States may apply taxation measures to lower
the cost of fuel in very isolated areas, where there are hardly any risks of
fraud or market distortion?

Combating CO2 emissions is a world-wide issue, which requires the
participation of all actors, including at regional or local levels. EU
Regions, via networks such as CPMR, are actively involved in promoting
relationships with networks of non-EU regions, especially in developing
countries. This inter-regional cooperation at territorial level should prove
an efficient way to foster sustainable energy policies. What form of
support can the European Commission provide to support such
initiatives?

Consortium

The Group of work on Energy is formed by:

1. Government of Navarre, Department of Industry  : This Organization was in
charge of the organisation of the Conference in Pamplona. Within this
project took the promoters role and held the Chairmanship of the CPMR
Energy Group.

This Department was assisted by the Department of European Affaires
and Planning. The Director of this Department as well as the Delegate of
the Government of Navarre in Brussels organized and attended the
meetings.

2. CPMR: Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of = Europe
This organization has been presented at the beginning of this report.
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3. Community Energy Plus/Cornwall Sustainable Energ  y Partnership

Community Energy Plus (CEP) is a registered charity and company limited by
guarantee based in the sub-region of Cornwall, CEP’s core purpose is to
achieve an environmentally, economically and socially sustainable energy
future for the communities, residents and businesses in Cornwall. CEP
manages the award-winning Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership (CSEP),
a cross-sector partnership of over 80 organisations including all the local
authorities in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, health sector organisations,
business representatives, the renewable energy sector, energy suppliers,
education authorities and community groups.

4. Province of Fryslan / Northern Netherlands (SNN)

The SNN (Samenwerkingsverband Noord Nederland) is a cooperation between
the three Northern provinces Groningen, Drenthe and Fryslan. The three work
together in promoting and enhancing the social-economic development of the
region, particularly on the issues concerning the impact of sustainable energy
on the regional economy, and disseminating the results of the conference at
regional, national and international level.

5. Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council):

The Western Isles are high on the world’s league table in terms of wave, wind
and tidal power. With their natural resources, the Western Isles, can become
the renewable energy capital of Europe. The immensely rich, renewable energy
resource is so far untapped. Yet it offers an environment ideal for energy
research, innovation and production that will not only create employment and
investment opportunities in the Western Isles, but also accelerate the process of
devising viable technologies for generating, distributing, storing and using
renewable energy.”

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council), the Regional Authority for
the Western Isles, took the initiative in 2001 to set out a vision of the Western
Isles as an Energy Innovation Zone and is aiming at the realisation of an
integrated investment strategy.
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Conclusions

We consider the proposed objectives to be mainly achieved:

The Conference managed to get together an important group of
delegates from different Regions, as well as representatives from
European bodies relevant in energy issues at technical and regulations
areas, thus creating a forum to reflect on energy issues (renewable
energies, energy efficiency...) at an European Regional level.

The work of the Group on Energy is consolidated and carries out its work
beyond the Conference, as it shows the meeting with the European
Energy Commissioner.

The input to the above-mentioned Green Paper is an example of
participation of the Regions in the EU politics.

We contributed to the dissemination of European initiatives in energy
issues and, specifically of programmes SAVE and ALTERNER.

In the future, the Group on Energy will keep fostering the role of peripheral and
maritime Regions with a great potential for renewable energies production.

In a more specific way, we can say that this Group will work on:

How to reconcile the implementation of necessary means in the fight
against the causes of climate change, and the strengthening of territorial
cohesion?

How to effectively promote sustainable energy development at a
Regional Level?
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